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THE PURGE OF LIN PIAO'S “CONSPIBATORIAL CLIQUE”: 


A TENTATIVE RECOWSPRUCTION 


MENORANDOM POR RECIPIENTS 


a 
This tentative reconstruction of the Lin Piao 
affair aceephse as largely credible the case which the 
Chinese Commuiniat Party (CCP) has made against Lin and_ 
his oenfederatea. This conclusion is based upon o 
apdiced-together axamination of (a} developments ob— 
served prior ta the dramatic avants of last year's 
‘purges, and {bh} the CCh's story of thase aventa, as 
that stery has become available through refugee de- 
briefings and excellent clandestine reporting. s&ddi~ 
tidgnal Party materials and other documentetion -- almost 
cortain te become gvallable «- will permit 4 filling out 
and fizming up of the causes, particulars, and signi- 
ficance of the fall of Lin. 


THls present paper centers qm Lin and his known 
proteqas, theix power position, their challenge to Mac, 
their shbsequent fall, and what can be seen of the 
present ppeeder shee weradgements mide by Mao and Chou 
En-lai. 
























Thi Staff has raceived constructive comment on 
this study from a number of ather offices of the Central 
Intelligence Agensy, all of whom rT err Tea a 
of the essentials of the, ee 
" gaverad oF af whan agree _in-gencral 
this—stody..—Further comments wi LL ee addressed 
eo the study's aubhar y 




















THE PURGE OF ZIM PIAO'S "“CONSPIBATORIAL CLIQUE": 


A TEWTATIVE RECONSTRUCTION 


Available evidence row permits « recanstruction, 
with @air confidence, of the decline 4nd dramatic fall 
of hin Piao and other toperanking Chinese military leaders. 
This reconstruction accepts as credible the essentials 
of the case againg.t Lin and his preteqes made in various 
Chinese Communist Party documents, although those.oc 
ments of course include much disinformation’ The main, ; 
Features of the Party's story of the past four years ; ie 










aré consonant with certain developments -~ nobably er= > 
ganigatianal and policy changes ~= observed but not zuLry : 
understood at the tima, and are consqnant also wiih 
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soon theragiter to wn ee ans maosition 4 eganicae: 
tienally. In response, lin, in alliance with a ‘sagdical* 
eiviiian eaahod hgionaay lapis Bone orate mia tary leaders, 

at | y plemum of late 
summier 1970, eS 2SS0e OF ate chairmanship ef the 
regime. Hag prevailed, and tagk further organizational 
steps against Lin which ware visible ta Lin. By.early 
19371, Lin and his proteges had concluded correctly that 
it was Mao's intention ultimately te purge them, Yo 
preven , this, and to secure the successions Lin's group 
plannos — aed . “coup”, against tao, one whieh envisaged 
Mao's digas ssination if necessary. Again, as at the pleniuin, 
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they underostimated the awe and responsiveness that Mao 
inspired: in this ease, his ability toa command the 
ghedience af other military leaders, even the great 
majority of the plotters’ own proteqas. When Lin's 
plans for a coup wore frustrated, he attempted to flee 
to the USSR, dying in the attempt, and his clasest 
proteges were seiged and purged. Mao is now again faced 
with the difficult task of putting together a successor 
leadership, as he wag at the héeginning of the Cultural 
Revolution, 
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The Period 6f High Favor, 1966—69 





The enigmatic and sickiy military leader Lin Piao 
was designated {surprisingly} as Mao's successor in 
August 1a64, in the first year of the massive purge of 
the Chinese Communist Party, government and military 
esteblishment known as the Great Proletarian Culteral 
Revolution. Mao's main targets at the time were Lin 
Shece-echi (his then-designated successor) and other 
leading Eilqures of the Party apparatus, an apparetus 
which Mao believed to be obstructing his policies. In 
that first year Lin seemed to establish himself as a 
hazd-core Maoist in hoth senses of the term: cempletely 
lays] ta Maa, and predisposed to the same militant, 
gwadical Line that Maw himself favored in that period. 
Both Mao and Lin appeared tot ifferenees with the 
MER Woderate Premier Chou En-Jai. 7 : 









In the second year, when China was in effect 
under military cocupation by the PLA which Lin headed, 
Lin's positien became mare complicated, dis.qenerally 

“conservative” BLS came underabtack, by mass organi- 
gations encouraged by civilian radicais in the Party 
leadership, the officers of a special purging organ 








aéiled the Cultural Revolution Group es bassinatmarys 











Lin seemed to act to pretect PLA leaders, and sometimes 
ine did not. Chou En-lai and hia perotegqes alse came under 
“radical” attack, and Chou had to intervene with Mae 

to reverse Peking's counter-praductive "cevolutionary". 
diplomacy, Some setand-level leaders of the CRG ware 
purged, in part as scapegoats for repudiated policies. 


in the third year of the Cultural Revolution,| in 
the face of the Soviet threat,|Mac put dawn the militant 
mass organizations, slaced ¢t “provisional, ergqans af 
gavernmant throughout China largely in the hands of 
military leaders, .avl prepared to uild the ew provi neta) 
level Party: committers around these same miiirary TUT a taf 2 
In this period, Mao, Lin, Chow and the Temes? 
leaders seemed te be working together to these ends. 











Throughout those zigs and zags of the Cultural ra 
Revolution, Lin had steadily strengthaned his personal 
position. He had named his clasest prateges to concurrent 
positions in the mast important organs of canmand ard 

eonteod GE the BLA, he had rearganised the Military Region 
headquarters to place aimost all of them under the command 
ef his proteges, and he’ had secured the appointment df 

such prokteges to the most important pravinelal posts con 
currently. This was the shape of-an “independent kingdom, 
shauld Mao ever come to regard Lt as that. 


7 lwac aid indeed cane to regard it as that. However, } 
at the en@ of the third year, in April 1969, when the 
Party's long-delayed’ Ninth Party Congress was held, Lin 
Piao seemed to get Mao's blessing in all that he had dene. 
Lin gave.the main report to the Congress, and the new 
Party Constitution confirmed him as Mao's successor with 
aut an election -- thus heading off any possible election, 
after Mao's death, of the more popular Chow En~lai. The 
new Central Committee (uiere than 40 perceat PLA) named 
a new Politburo ia which PLA figures constituted the 
largest group, and in which Lin and five of his clesest 
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proteges geemed to form the mast cohesive group. This 
qraup consisted of Lin, chief-of-stafli Huang Yung-sheng, 
Airc Force commander Wu Fa~nsien, Navy leader Li Teo-peng, 
logistics chief Chiu Huf-tsa, and Lin's wife amd stafé. 
office chiaf Yeh-Chun. (This group of aix wag to ba‘ 
the core of the "counter-revolutionary aanspiratorial 
roe soles in September L971.) At the sama time, 

: 7 Be Lhe si Barty plenum woloed his cern— 
4 naivensss..of the PLA tothe.cividian 
tn other words, the issue that had 








_ q warts 
Tees" the geen. ef the Party-machine leaders around 
Shae-chi in the first year of the Culteral Revelu- 
cian ~~ the responsiveness of the governing apparatus 
to Meo's will -~ was re-emerging with the new apparatue, 
the PLA. 


Lin's Decline in Hag's Regard, 1969-74 





It is apparent in retrospect thet at soma time 









in the year following the Ninth Party Congress. Mao 
changed “his, jaind about) fan aS Kis surcesser. Mac's ine 





ceeaging Goncern about ¢ the Yesponsivenkes of the. PLA 
«~~ for which Lin as its loader we Was“responsible -— . 
evidently led Mano to conclude that Lin himself was not 
properly responsive. As 4a related matter, Lin and others Mi 
i avebeen unwilling to accept the new Meo—Chou eh 
Tine ~~ formulated in 1969, withdrawn for a tine in ihe 
later restored -~ that the ESR bad] heagame the main, itll eae 
at oe replacing tha U.S. in that role; End Mao may phn 
seen made aware that Lin's group did net accept Bhs. (heer 
Further, Lit and his proteges ae well have carried out ' 
the “preparations against war" campaign in such a way as 
eis BLE Tow Sy position, as later charged. * 
Further, the investigation at Che *s 2 LUE we a 
hypermilitant masa organization witleh had sought in 1a6y 
to bring down Chou En-lai and which symbolized not only 
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a vange of repudiated ultraleftist policies ‘bet the oot oes 
mental sin of “conspiracy” a and tales apeatgrenl practiaon of ee we 


political assassination -~ eS fund Up. AOI, peers 
é 
fast 









thing damaging to Lin and some oF nl asic Rnd: with 

me ane @Leee) wm of the mira) Revolution Groups 
qin and Chay En- lai -- une during 1565 apparently became it” 
Mao's principal adviser and favorite lieutenant —— flay apie 


wed) have come inte sonflict. with xvesnect eo abe iy esi ng a 
En Ene in - Sti 





Eiy apparatus. ia lD 
ieional scapegoats w= this time, high- 
1h @lindlefeating excegses.of..the 





lavel scapegoats a~ f 
Cultural Revolution. 


In any case, is 187 Mac made a proposal 
whieh Lin rightly interpreted as reflecting a lack of 
eonfidence in him. This was the proposal noh-te-—restore 
the post at Chairman of the regime. “in thought the 
post y"prestinably because the Chairman would 
bee the ranking officer of the government [aver Premier 
Chou) and also the conmander<in-chie? of the armed forces. 
Thus Mao's attitude toward the post, and toward its 
avertual occupancy by Lin, (wasya critical test af Mao's 


abktitude toward Lin himself. re Seamed WY a 


Hao apparently began to take organizetional steps 
against Lin, steps seciizing Mao's own ce i Peking, 
during tha summer of 1576, priax to the second Party 
enw GE Augus t-Septenber is70. an 1 June, Wen Yuccheng, 
a key protege of Lin's, the commander of the Peking Gar- 
rison -- a critical past, commanding the immediately 
available military forces in Peking -~- made his last ap- 
pearance, and was prohabiy removed from the past soon 
thereafter. Although his successor was not identified 
until 2971, from summer 1970 no leaders of the Peaking 
Garrison were protages of Lin's. Moreover, by August 
1970 the leadership af the reactiyated General Political 
Department of the PLA was in the hands not of proteges 
of Tin but of proteges of other military leaders. Lin 
probably saw both developments as further indicators of 
his decline in favor. 
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A& the Party plenum of August-September L970, 
Bin and the civilian fadicel Che. Boge who had been 
the chief of the abolished cre ravorced - test.dn ithe, 
iesue of the regime chairmanship. Presumably in the, 
belief that they could win majority support, they Lad a 
concerted effart ta get the post reinstated -- apparently 
with Mao Himself te occupy it fox the time being but with 
Lin to fali heir to it. Mao pe ah. Chen Po-te was 
agon purged, in part for his opposition to Hac on fhis 
issue, Lin and bis clogest military proteges, whose 
roles 4 at this plenum were conctdaa led at’ the - Eine, GEG 
now Saino credibly to have been Critics ted By farwerer_ahegs, 
the plenum’ for theix own behavier. fn Chen and Lin, -  & agelstre 
Mao mow hed hie high-level scepeqoats, for whakever use gteug 
he wWarted to put them te. oh Oh 


“Bed 
Late in 1970, two more key military figures in tapahacmebig * 
Peking were purged. Thase were the commander and first ctr oe, rd 
political, officer of ee Peking Military Region, charged Jog 
with eonee.t ing with Chen Porte. Again their successor 
4 | pee 



































were nat ‘identified at the kime, but 
Li Hahted te instablsu ff o 
ahem : 7 TEians. wend 
[RAR aR eR OM Se = atest failure eage “Fn 
“WAS afl AMportant 2f nat decisive factor in leading Lin Hye oF 


to conclude that he was already merked for purging, as 
indeed he probably wag. 


Et Hat? s conversations with Edgar Snow in that 
period (Tate 3 ; aoa erie iny eek rotcrefer~ 
ence im. Mao ae had evidently stapped talking about Din 
as his Successor or anything else. Snow Learned that 
Chay En-lai, not Lin as earlier reported, was “in charge” 
af rebuliding the Party. And in outlining to Snew their 
new Foroign policy (which included a deo lared willingness 
te waleome Presidant Nixon), Mao and Chau £falled toa as~ 
sociate Lin (as the successor} with it. 









itoved up by re 
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fhe Approach ta the Crisis 














eee t Hao. 


5 that they again 


But ay eat Belleves hat ae had “te net in any 
ease, a¢ they themielves would otherwise be purged. It 

is also eredible, ‘as further alleged, that a plan to 
aesassinate Mao if netessary was ineluded in the original 
plans of Lin's group -- as a living Hao could be expected to. 
bea too fornlidable an opponant in a showdawn. But it is 

net alleged that Mao discovered any such plans that early, 
and he ein nok act as if he had. 





In the sarily months of 1971, Hao was aqain visibly 
concerned with those failings of Whilitary administraters 
im general «« summariged at the time as “arrogance and 
complacency" -= that he had bequn to warn against at the 
Winth Barty Cangrass. An intensive “rectification® of 
ali Party cadres -- in which the military were most 
prosiinent -- was undertaken. here was probably~asimall. 
purge of the PLA ~~ not reaching to the top levels ~- at 
the same time. Hany secondary mLilbarw.figures disappeared 
amd are stidl missing. 


pax Ang She SPzing ibbears? Hao continued to oP 
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ilies. this Tie? noven-ret ecvea” 5 “ech sulatien Een 
Was bo prove correct in summer LOT -= that in the ewenk 
of a showndewn with Lin he would be able to split off from 
Lin the great majority of these peotegéia. However, the 
taming of Mac's decisive move dqainst Lin may have been 
ports about Lin and his preteges. qj 

Lin was attempting “in spring 





| ASL -~ through such proteges -- to set up parlescns 








and military “bases” outside Peking For potential use 
against Mac, and reports to this affect may have reached 


Mao ab the tine, 


Tt seems likely that by dune. 1971-Hao_had. an addin 
tions.Lomeason—bopurge-bic'-s-group: namely, its opposition 
to the Mag-Chow 1 bol icy: in particular to the plans 

' i 7 an initiative to which Mao 












Lin Piao made his last public appearance in early 
dune, Hao may have hagun goon thereafter the talks. with 
regionad and provincial military~political leaders in 
which he successfully sought assurances of their support 
in a showdown with Lin's group. ie 
Man outside of Peking for most of che sucumer 
First week of July,.and place him a South | China -- engaged 
in such talks with a group of Lin's regional proteges -~« 
in mid-Auqust. Mao's interests in “Peking ware being 
protected by Party and military leaders in whom he had 
confidence -- e.g. Chow En-dai, the old Marshal Yeh Chien- 
ying ithe two Chinese principals in the first talks with 
Or. Kissinger), the General Political Department director 
and possible Peking MR ceemander Li Te-sheng, and Peking 
Garrigon commander Wu Chung. 







a 





In Mao's talks in mid-August with leaders of the 
Central-Sedth area, in which proteges of both Lin Piae 
and Huang Zung-sheng wera heavily clustered, Mao made 
clear that) he regarded Lin, Huang, and others as ¢con- 

a araibes against him, and made clear that he intended 


he Hee Leested etty bh token ce pie Ke - Meee 
ti Joie Sha  - Aaptenel Ante thet fy bt 
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Lin evidently received intelligence fram South 
China sources on Mao's intention -~ to move deacisively 
against Lin's growp -- in the first week of Septembar. 
On 7 September, Lin apparently took his family, an a Trident 
aireraft, to tha aummer resort of Peitaihe, not far Erom 
Peking, to await davelopments -~ possibly including the 
rasulbs of an attempted assassination of Hao. The Party 
insigts that Lin's group attempted ta activate their as- 
aassination plan in early September, although almost all 
ancounts agree that they were unable to do sos that is, 
no bullet was fired, no boinh was exploded. While it does 
seen very likely that Lin and his proteges had decided by 
that time that it would indeed bea necessary to kill Mao, 
Lt £8 impossible on present evidence to judge whether they 
did in fact attempt te da so in early September. Accounts 
of this attempt assert that Maa learned of it at the 
tine. Phis stery may be true. Maa may, however, have 
learned simply of Lin's plans. 

Certain notes hy lessar conspiraters which were 
to serve ag the base fer the "S71" document -- 2 Gocument 
attributed to Lin Fiag's group, which sets forth the 
rationale and plans for a “egup" ~- might have fallen inte 
the hands ar aa" s soyat eebs OS tee in Pekingwin this 






tion attempt =~ seupiain Maa's oe to Peking ae 
than scheduled, ani by a secret route. . 
r a 
in any case, Mao returnéd to Peking on 12 September, 
prepared to take immediate action against Lin in Party 








councils. A meeting of Party leaders ~~ perhaps largely 
of military leaders -~- was convened that same evening, 
either hy Mao or by Chow En-lai in Mao's natie. AS" 








meating was very probably protected by _security_forces 
of the PaRTng-Darrison.. Ak the meeting, Mao's intention 
co purge Lin and his supporters was almost certainly 
made known. 





Most accounts agree that Lin had made plans for 
flight if necessary <- possibly contingent, ag alleged, 
an the fortunes of;his scheme to Kill Maco in East China. 
Man's return to Peking -~ whether ag the survivor of an 
aborted assassination attempt, or as the objett af a 
compromised assassination plan, or simply as the Party ‘s 
dominant figure wha intended to purge Lin for a combina- 
tien of reasons -- forced Lin to activate and update 
his plans for flight. the flight may also have been 
speeded up by information reaching Lin from his proteges 
in Peking -~ who were reportedly included in his original 
tlans for flight ~~ on the emergency meeting on the 
evening of L2 September. 


Lin and bis wige.andwsan -- leaving Lin's proteges 
behind in Peking -- were nrobably (as alleged) ahoard 
the-elite.trident aircraft which took off hurriedly fram 
an airfield near Peitaihoe after midnight on the night 
of 12-13 September and which crashed and burned at about 
0700 on 11 September near the Soviet border, on a dine 
with the big air complex at Irkutsk. (Alternatively, 
they-were seized ab Peitaiho, while lesser figures fied, 
and were Sogn “Exécuted.} The air standdown was appar 
antly imposed imusdiiteiy following this flight. Lin's 
principal proteges in Peking were condemned in the course 
of a prolonged meeting ending about 25 September. Chou 
En-lai and Yeh Chien-ying ware particukarly helpful to 
Hao in managing the crisis throtgh this period. 
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The Fost-Lin Line and Leedershif 





The handling of this intensely embaxrassing case, 
for both domestic and foreign auwliences, has been a hard 
problem for Barty leaders. The Party at first attempted 
to conceal the fall of Lin's group, telling even its 
awn cadres that the wissing leaders wete engaged in mili- 
tary preparations against a Soviet threat. Briefings — 
of Chinese audiences ; eure! 

oda ia Paid 


not begin until October. Deception of foreigners was 
intense ne. [-at was onl and inte Meyember, and continued 






until June. |]+It was only then, on Mao’s signal, that 
Chinese offiials began to admit tg foreigners that Lin 
wag a Failed assassin and was dead. 


Weither Lin nar any wember af. his group has been 
mentioned by China's public Stine has beer a selec 
tive discussion of the case in terms of “swindlers like 
Liu Shao-chi," emphasizing conspiracy and illicit 
organizational activity, and associating the purged 
group by implication with foreign enemies and with 
various rejected poli s, he Party in recent months _ 
has been circulating a 
the previeuslyscited "S71" da fb attributed 
to Los group. This document, whichfas noted)prabably 
reflects 4 gonuine draft by some junior conspirators 
but has probably been embellished by the Party, 
portrays Lin's group as identifying and trying to exploit 
populac grievances, It criticizes Mao under 2 eode name 
in very strong terms: @.g., a3 a tyrant, treacherous and 
cruel to his lieutenants, and incompetent as well, thea 
source of ill-conceived campaigns and policies that 
have imposed much suffering on the Chingse people. The 
eurrent circulation ef this decumant <aon Mao's order -— 
veppesents the familiar practice of “learning from 
neqative examples," and as such is a reflection of Mao's 
























self-confidence; and Lin himself is being blamed far 
tha grievances stated in the document. However, the 
case made against Mao is a good one, there is sald to 
be such private agreement with it, and the exercise 
nay prove counter-productive. 


The PLA hes been told repeatedly that it is te 
be subordinated to the civilian Party leadership, that 
apposition to Party policies (ineluding foreign policy) 
will mot be telerated, that Party policies must he 
faithfully implemented, that the PLA must learn humility, 
and that the authority of military administrators vis< 
a-wis civilian Party cadres is in general to be reduced. 
in ather words, the PLA is to be returned to 4a mare 
nearly’ traditional rele. 


The Party Le promising at tha same time that an 
ohedient and humble PLA need not fear another large-scale 
purge, on the order of 1966-87. A Fairly substantial 7 











Sing, The purge hasfeles 

not bean completed ab any level, and the munber of 
victims may vise considerably in the course of the next 
year. 


‘ 





Mao looks to be still the Party's dominant.£igure, 
in the terms used by himselr Tir iuvrt@ ly: he points 

the general direction, formulates or approves the 
formulation of the regime's principal policies, and 

giqns directives, beauming-day=torday operations to Chou 
En<lai and Chou's Party apparatus and qovernment*machinery . 
And—he.is probably stil] dominant in the sense of having 
the _powar to elevate-enp rye any other.Party leader oF 





smal], greup_of_tleaders._ se : 


r 


Wants domination is increasingly qualified. He 
has health TS "pr WaBLy Hetefiorating (there are 
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eredible current repexts of this), and he has iost pres« 
tige. ft is doubtful that he could point China in any 
general direction other than the one he has been taking 
== that is, it is doubtful that he could turn hard Left 
again. He relies on achief lieutenant, Chou, who sees 
many things differently than he dows. And he ia still 
heavily dependent on the PLA. If he were toa choose ta 
replace Chou's group or to return the PLA Cully to its 
tradi eisnar ole, it evens unlikely thatvhe-would have 
the rine to ao Sitter. “ineressifigly, Had"s" lieutenants 
Wilt he TSGkLAy Pas him to the post-Mao situation. Tf 
itl health is a factor now, the process has already begun 
in whieh developments and decisions increasingly get 
away Erom Maa. 





$ 


Nevertheless, the main lesson ofthe, past ten. 
years, for other Party leaders,.has. to be-that one chal- 
lengesiaG, or takes action behind his back, only at 
qveat peril. Other Party leaders, while making arrange- 
ments fox theiz futures, will prabably try above all not 
to provoke the old man's saspicion or hostility in his 
remaining time. The wchieénear-term threat to Mao. how 
evex_maxginal, from other leaders; looks stiL1 fo be 
assassination. Mao's fear of it may, have been a factor 
if Ais.fdiluce to appear on May Day. 7. = 


a Chow En-Lai's status and authority have been 
qreatly enhanced. At the haad of the Party apparatus 
and the government machinery, he has apparently been 
acquiring authority as well ower the inilitary egtubligh- 
fienk. The general direction of Chinese policy since 
1969 has clearly been congenial to Chou, and President 
Hixen's visit was a visible personal triumph for hin. 
aa observed during that visit, Chou takes pains not te 
appear to be challenging Man; he is deferential to Mao, 
he gives Mac the credit for fortulating even those 
policies he himself has formulated, and he is meticulous 
in getting Mao's appxoval for important steps. Tha _ 
elever Chou will probably survive and prosper, 
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Mao and Chou =~ now the only other primary leader -~< 
are proceeding carefully and deliberately with the task 
of assembling another successor leadership. They are 
now operating with a relatively small central team, 
eempoased both of old comrades of Mao's and Chou's ard of 
yaunger Figures who rose during the Cultural ReveLlution. 
The military leaders are, of course, largely 4 new set, 
and are not protages of any single military leader, as 
were those purged with Lin Piac. 


Because it is hard at best to carry amt Maag's 
policies te his sakisfaction, and hetause fiismatehed 
groups of leaders can be expected to continue to com 
pete for Mac's (and hau's) favor, sone Gamers oe ne 
current team ~~ bath military and civilian -- wiii™=- 
probaly fali, Should Mao die, Chou could probably 
detinate the leadership {although net to the same 
degree}, and could be axpected to make further changes, 
reflucing the importance of Maoist ideology and of the 
surviving ideologues. Should both Mag and Chou die in 
the next year or two, no single figure among tha sar-~ 
viwing leaders would seem, strong enough to doninate: 

L dy... chi pik town so"Hard iA the past year, 
nees probably be in the best — 
iominant—jeaup. 
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I. The Period of High Favor, 1966-69 

in the first year of the ne pny 
lofeiciatty Es ning on May 4 Win Frac seemed to Le 
establish himself as a hand=core Naoist ist "“Fadical; ™ wha 5k mi 


eanperated with Chan Foc ta other civilian “radicals | ee 
Gitural Revolution Group in_destroyingé 7 oe 


: u « 
“Communist armed forces (PLA) which he headed. 4 zn ed yer 
‘second year, Lati's position seemed more zereomiisaten <5," eet ce 


his generally _consenvahivetPLA-—cama, unger é athack by at i, é 





ee ties same "radicals." He ‘used that year te bring ud poay ee 
wt 


‘a 


PLR tnder the domination of his own proteges and to 

inetall suoh proeteges ln key positions in the re-emerging ges,” 
governmental machinery and Barty apparatus, thus beginning 4+, 
to build an “independent Kingdom.” Ab the end of the POs 
third year, Lin seewed to have Mao's blessing in what ve ie 
he had dene: the new Party Constitution confirmed him Ue bat 
AS Mao's suctessor, and Lin and his closest proteges Ane 
became the largest cohesive group in the new Politbura. bree GS 
This was the group that was ta be purged in September an 


1971. La 2 | oe 
aie oe 


The New Successor: The great purge of the ce 
Chinase Communist hierarchy which took place under oh ee 
banner of the "Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution” &7 4 alin 


actually began in December 1965, with the arrest of the ac fe 
PLA’ s chiaf-of-staft and political security supervisor, { 





The Cultural Revolution bagano ae aliy “in nay ieee 
when a Central Committee eirculaz! made Clear that a great 
purge of “the party, the government, and the amy“ aay 


Awd 


NO eosergh tang 
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no FOMiGpeSESaEH 


ahead.,* Phe same circular set wp a central Cultural © 
Revolution Group, outside the Barty apparatus, ta conduct 
the purge; its officers were a group of civilian radicals, 
led by Mac's longtime factotum Chen Po-ta and including . 
Madame Mao. At the same tinea, Lin Piao, in the main ~ 
soeech to an enlarged mecting of the Politburo, denounced 
several arrested Party leaders, spoke ak great length 

ef the importance of preventing a “cotip,”" called for 
resolute support ef Chaixrman Mao and adherence to his 
“thought,” and promised harsh punishment to Mao's op~ 
POnOTES « “f 


While ‘Maco was preparing to unveil the young 
fed Guards ag the main instrument toa attack the Party, 
the Central Committee met in early August 19665 to approve 
Mac's design for the Revolutian and his rearrangemant 
of the Party hierarchy, in particular his purge of his 
previously-desigqnated successor, Liu Shao-chi. Lin Pian 
told this plenum candidly that the Cultural Revolution 
Was conceived as a “general examination...and goneral 
reorganization" of Party cadres, Lan emerged from this 
as the sole vice-chairman of tha Party and thus the 
newly-desiqnated suecesser to Mao. The plenum confirmed 
Chen En-lai as the third-ranking Party leader, and added 
Chen Po-ta (among others) to the Politburo standing 
committee, the organizational core of powee in China. In 
the Same period, Lin told PLA leaders that the harsh . 
standards used ta purge the Party were also ta be used 
io purge the PLA, and he named Chen Po~ta'’s deputy, Macame 
Mag, as “advisor” ta {de facto chief of) a special 
Cultural Revolution Group Which was to ba used to conduct 
this purge of the PLA. 





"A group af Party-machiag figured purged at this tine 
-- apring I8¢@8 ~- was alse charged ‘with plotting «a “ecup. * 
Thia was to be a central charge against many ef the high~ 
Level Party igaders purged in the Cultural Reuvgintion, 

and was eventually to be made against Lin Piaa himeset f, 
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Lin and the Burge of the PLA: Yhe Red Guards made 
thelr appearance in mid-August, and began -- on Mao's 
axplieit directive -- to “bombard* the Barty apparatus . 
Their continuing guidance came from Lin Pieo (in general 
terms} and from Chou En-lai and the officers of the 
central CRG (in more spacifie terms). From the start, 
there were marked differences in tha lines taken by — 
Lafvand the CRG leaders on one handtami chou on the” 
other: Cin and the civilian radicals of the CRG tended 
to_incite militancy and wielece, whereas Chon “did not. 


tone PL 









y 
Chou probably had from the start a goad sense 
af where mindless militancy would lead. He could judge 
in the autumn of 1946 that it would seriously disrupt 
the work of his government machinery and in particular 
the conduct of his longtime specialty, foreign policy. 
Hac himaelé foreshadowed the axteansian of the Caltural 
Revolution inte Foreiqn policy by calling in September 
1966 for the “revolutionisation" of Chinese missions abroad 
and of Peking's Ministry of Foreign Affairs. And Lin 
Piao soon added his veice to those calling for attacks 
on the government -~ the entire structure over which 
Chou as Premier presided -- as well as on the Party. 


During the early winter of 1966-67, Lin Piae 
backed Madame Mao (in the starring rele] in a widening 
puxge of the PLA. This purge removed the second-ranking 
officer of the Military Affairs Committee (MAC, the Party 
oigan which dirested and controlled the entire military 
astablighment), whe was also accused af plotting a .“coup," 
and removed as wall many other central and regional 
military leaders, several of wham were said to be co- 
conspirators in a planned "coup." Those purged ware not 
proteges of Lin himself. 


Mao ordered the PLA inte action at an instrument 
of the Cultural Revolution early in 1967. The PLA 
rapidly became the de facto government of China outeaide 
Peking, and it took over the regime's publie security: 
apparatus, Thereafter, Lin cantinued mathedically toa 











purge the PLA and to reorganize the regional and prowess 


military commands, but in émall groupe, nat risking a 
general revolt which would lead to chaos. 





oe aie ee : 
0s “pane onnes quan aitack.' Chou, oe Gaae fe oa. 
close to Mao than was Lin, was less successful than Lin 
in protecting his preteges. At the same time, a “revolu- 
tionary rebel" group «~ the adult successors of the 
young Hed Guards -- began to’ "supervise" (that is, 
disrupt) the Ministry of Poreign Affairs, In the months 
to follow, Chinese missions abroad were to be turned inte 
centers for the propagation af warious extreme features 
ef Mao's “thought,” leading «- as Chow Enlai probably 
foresaw ~~ tq counteraction by Local governments, 
retaliation on “revolutionary” lines by Peking, and the 
internationad Aeelatten of Peking. 


Through the sering of L967, Lin comained generally 
militant in-his attitude toward the PLA as a whole. Pol- 
lowing Mao's judgment in March L967 that the PLA in restor- 
ing order had agted too vigerously against masa orqaniza- 
tions, Lin in late March inposed severe restrictions an 
the PLA's use of foree against such organizations, thus 
putting the PLA at a disadvantage against its young 
antayonists, and prohably alienating seme PLA leaders 
from Lan himself. This centainment of the PLA was pre- 
dictably followed by a wave of unprecedented violence 
on the part of mass oxganigations, which led in turn to 
a new stage of the Cultural Revelution in which Lin was 
forced to play a more complicated role. 


Lin and his Proteqes: Rather than authorizing the 
PLA to use the necessary force against mags arqanigations » 
Mag -- whose progeny these organizations were ~~ choge at 
first te try ta negotiate agreements among contending 
mass organizations, ox, where necexsery, to choose among 











se 


them. In duly 1967, the already aqitated situation was 

made much worse when an HR commander refused ta cooperate 

with a delegation from Peking which was dealing with 

mass organizations in his area, The MR carimander was - 

quickly broken, and Lin himself -- still clearly in a oh 
“radical” position «-~ threatened action against other , eget 
such commanders. In late July, Red Flag, the Party rath nt 
theoretical journal supervised hy Chen Po-ta, head. off mee wise! 
central CRG, called unwistakahly for another substantial ‘2 
pumgeof the PLA. ,{his call was in the spirit of Mao's 

ear liar directives, ard Lipide have besh peer approved 

Lin's response 


os meals oo 











On one hand, he called"other He ighiers eo beniig ee 

give them somé tough “inetruetions" =~ inter alia, ta 
ahey orders fram Chan Porta's CKG. Gn the other hand, he 
did not associate himself with the late duly call for a 
larger purge. Possibly acting an new orders from Mao, 
other Farty leaders ~~ including Chan Po-ta -- saon with~ 
drew the call for a larger purge. In Late August, Mao 
himself went on record as opposed ta a larger purge. 


Lin took early action to xeshape the PLA//CRG, 
the special group charged earlier with purging the PLA. 
fhe previously ultremilitant Madama Meo was dropped from 
the group [surely with Mao's approval). Lin reorganized 
the PLA/CBG around a group of his ewn lengtine and naw 
closest proteges, some of whom had been under Red Guard 
attack earlier in the year, but wie were mob clearly iden- 
tified with either “xadical" or “conservative"* positions. 
These included Wu Fa-hsien (the Air Force commander), 
Li Tso-peng (the Navy's first political officer), Chiu 
Huietse {the chief of Logistics) and Yeh Chun (iin's 
wife, and the head of his staff office}. All ware ta be 
aceuged in L97TL of conspiring with Lin egesneh ee: 


In the same period {August 4967}, violence against 
ebjectives in af area of Chou En-lai's concern -- the Ministry 
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ef Foreign Affairs, the foreign minister, and ‘goreign 
missions “- reached its highest point. This violence, 
reportedly organized by an offiear af the central CRG, . 
went so Far as to place the Poreign Ministry under "yevo~ 
lutionary rebel" control for a time, and culminated in the 
burning of the British mission and the beating of British 
officials in late August. Chou moved quickly -- appar~ 
ently intervening with Mao -~ to regain control of the 
Ministry to. prevent the purge of his protege the foreign 
minister lalthough the latter became inactive} , an? fo 
prehibité Spenee violence against foreign missions 


San eteeea ites, with Mao now perstiaded (whether , 
by events or by persons} that the Revolution had moved 
as “00 far ta the left, Party leaders denounced the so«caliad 
awe Nae ft" an axceptionally militant mass organization. 
ibe fais group was to serve as the sybol of two discredited 


Ao ok 
yt bey policies -~ violence and_threate-ageinst—the—BLa, and 
a ber oh - “Ehe whole ipegtrum of “Red Guard diplomacy” wor BEML, BV RTL 
dk more importantly, the offenses of “conspiracy” and 


cp political assassination. In September 1967, three 
secondary leaders of the CRG were purged -- in part for 
their own excesses, in part as écapegoats far the failure 
of policies which at one time Mao himself had encouraged. 


. “his COAT personal postition on "Red Guard dintamacy ” 
hag gartier “writings related to 
Erp va: nat a Reng ly~anaounage Sie ican ae 
ra tet ALG the saluc-efoommensianat dt tomaey. Moreaver, ben had ‘ 

vais * imad Weoon dune JIG? in giving a ere! & welcome Chameg 

b erates Indonasia) ta he Uwe op freer wha was ge 

; 7 ~sdon ta Lead the attacks on the Poretgn Ninistry and oy 
Rodi: FL ee Foreign otgatans. At Ladet so loxg aa his own proteges 
r* were not whe athack, Lin seemed in general to encourage 
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flowaver, Chen Bo~ta ard his close associate Madame Mao 
perained in Mao's favor. 


Seon thereafter -~ sometime before January 1968 =~ 
Lin Piao replaced the BLA/CRG with a Political Work Group 
which had roughly the same area of concern findoctrina~ 
tion, examination and evaluation of PLA leaders}, ard. 
he mada it more raspensive ta the MAC -- through the HAC 
administrative unit =< than the PLASCRG had been. The r 
fortunes of Chen Pe-ta's central CRG continued to decline, fu 
as in Pepevary 1g6a. another CRG leader was pulses) and ies 









ave hed to make # “ae In [f oak nesemiie 
was. 2bi¢.. cenporarily to..reverse “ erst 
) | his C/$, fs 


the abresn fe sf 
eee caf PLP eT ainst fhe \ ald she 

: wishes of dine Mao. “The Madame prevailed, and the c/a. cop 
and two other’ TWportant military leaders, including the edn 
comiarder of the Peking Garrison, were purged. In the 

late March meeting which surfaced this case, Lin and Chou ® 
in= lat Wo Ware “Both very deferential to the offended Mada ma ‘oh 
Mao, end joined” ih ia praising the record Ge “tHE céehtral”S. ae fet pe 
in the culteral” Revolitionc “rroniealy,” “tin charged the "eo! 
purged” grdig” WIth the offenses which were to be attributed 2 J}, 
tea himseLs and some okher of his proteges in 1971 -- "eonest’ ii 









Spiring,”* “plotting,” "“dowble-dealing,”" and building a CF ere 
“nonntain stronghold.” Indeed, lin was already building ae at 
a stronghold. This meeting announced two clase a ala cal 
of Lin's -- Huang Yung-sheng and Wan Yu-cheng «~ as : ge . 


respectively the new C/S of the PLA and the new commender 
af the Peking Garrison. 


in the staffing of China's provincial-level “revolutionary 
committess,” the provisional organe of government while 
the Party waa being rebuilt. The, hairmanships of almost 
ali of the provincial-Lavel commkttees formed in this 


ace were given to CALeer, military me the ig a) 
Lg ae ae 
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establishment of these committees was completed in 
September 1968, the great majority were in military 
hands, and of the lL moet important of them <= in the 
provinces containing the Military Region headquarters ~~ 
ali but one were in the hands of apparent prateges of * 
Lin Piag.* 


Lin teok several actions in that period of March ~ 
September 1968 to strengthen his position in the military 
establishment. His close beget Huang fung-sheng, the 
new C/S, became conpurrentiy the seeretary-general of 
the MAC and the chief of the administrative unit which 
supervised the Political Work Group (the de facto General 
Political Department). And tin reorganized the MAC 
standing committee, its administrative unit, and the 
General Staff -~ the regime's three moat important organs 
in command and certrol of the PLA -- around his proteges. 
The most important of these proteqes -- Huang Yurgesheng 
iwho a8 C/S was the head of the ground forces], Wu Fa~ 
hsien (the CCAP commander}, Li tse-peng (the Mavy poli-~ 
tical officerl, Chiu Hui~«tse (the Logistics chief), and 
den Yorcheng (the Peking Garrison commender) held lead- 
ing posts in all three of these critical organs concur 
rently. This clustering of Lin's proteges demonstrated 





3Tn this same perted, beginning in May I988 and can~ 
tinwing until the Minch Congrese in Aprii 1969, Mao vas 
prescating some 14 peopla ag China's most elite Leaders, 
Ate first team, dAmang the 14 were bin and four of hts 
aforementioned closest preteges: RNuang Yung-sheng, haa 


Fa-haten, Yeh Chun, and Wen Yu-chang. Pi 
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am § 
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strikingly his domi 
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nation of the central military lead~ 


exship. ‘The picture was almost as striking at tha 


regional leval.* 
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of prateges of Lin, 
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tia tan the 
af Lin tn this sense, However, 


Loge, the high-priority task was to 
ae" of Party leadership within the 
ttee structure throughout China. _ Mao 
a, with Lin's hearty agreement «~ 
have the military leaders already in 





‘Five af the 21 HR headquarters wera undar the commands 


a of fin when the Cultural evolution 
anking, Cawton (three of the faur moge 
and Fooehow. Tuo more -~ Chengtu and 
anised im 2987 ta come under the aommand 

Two more ~~ Kunaing and Urumehi -- were 
game end in 1968. Another -< Langhow «~ 
ed in f989, (Theed regional prateges 
ws alose to Gin a vere his proteges 
tary teedership: that is, they were 
degrea of preferment durtag the Cubturat 
not work ag tatimately with Lin, But 
in the eonventional sense of the term: 
of their careara under Lin's commana, 
y him after he became Minister of 
ad had keea shown favor by him tn ihe 
.} the eleventh and mast tmportant 
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from 1967 to 1870 16 wae 
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nah fe Ling sta ~AppLaving these Party commithees Was epparently 
dit &) diwided between the-mititary—teaders “outside Peaking on - 
a ete tone hand and the criti anscneS ER “BGC orc the other. 
gee {That is, the "cores" of tha carty committees 
Pee | were apparently being proposed by the military meh on the 
Di jor ve ‘ spot in the provinces and major municipalities, and were 

o (wbeing approved ky the CRG. In other words, bin's PLA 
sol uh and Chen Poota's CRG were apparantly working well together 
an ee EL LS eu ko 









ar The Hinth Party Congress: Lin Piao made the main 

he ay political report to the Ninth Party Congress in April 1964. 
(8 chinese Communist briefings since Lin's falj have suggested 
ari vkhat Mac was fot pleased with Lin's seport, but 48 is hard 

Y 4 © to Sit on-any pare ofthat Eeport which cotlld have offended 
ete Mao at the time. 








“-" an the need to put Party leadership at all levels in the 
ae hands of “true” Marxists. He meant Magists, which as 
~ ge" LeiMao and fin had always defined it meant men wha would 
«t*” ‘“Zellew Mao's lead wherever it took tham. 

og he 
4 Hie In reviewing foreign affairs, Lin took the 
Ck approved line, He denounced beth the United States ("the 
." mast Ferocious enemy af the people of the whole world") 
e.g and the USSR ("the Soviet revisionist renegade clique"), 
and strongly stated Peking's policy of support of “revalu- 
tionary struggles" everywhere. While expressing Paking’s 
faver for a hegotiated settlement of the Sino-Soviet border 
dispute and for "peaceful coexistence" with the West, Lin 
called for preparations against a war launched by either 
the U.S, ar USSR for both). 


Pt, ae | 
Dine in discussing Party-rebuilding, Lin's emphasis was 


és 
This Minth Party Congress adapted @ new Party Con~ 
stitution with an unprecedented provision confirming Lin 
Piao as Mao’s successor without an election (thus heading 
off any possible election, after Mao's death, of the 
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nore popular Chou En- lail, and providing for, the Folit- 
buro shanding committee te reconstruct whatever central 
Party apparatus it might need. The Constitution did not 
provide for a new Party Secretariat, as the concept was 
stiil in disfavor and tha central CRG was still acting‘ 
as a de facto secretariat. 


The Ninth Party Congress went on tad name a Cantral 
Committee composed in largest part (nera than 40 percent} 
of PLA fiqures. This new Central temmittea “elected” Mao 
and Gin as its only officers and named a five-man standing 
committee af the Politburo, ideritical with the de facta 
standing committees since 1966. This standing committee 
Was composed of Mac, Lin, Chou, and the two ranking leaders 
of the CRG: Chen Po-ta, with whom Lin was later to be Linked 
as a oo-conspirater, and Rang Sheng, a security specialist 
who was ta he sidelined in 1970 whan Chen was purged. 
the new Politburo in¢luded Lin and five of the close 
proteges of Lin discussed ahbowa -- Huang, Wu, Li, China, 
ani Lin's wife.* It also ineluded two somewhat less 
tlose proteges of Lin, the Shenyang and “and Nanking Military Pe 
RegiGnh commanders Chen Wei-lian and Dau Suih-yu, a and a aw” 
protege wf-oneof these proteged: Wiis the PLA leaders | on ie 
constituted the largest group in the Polithure, and Lino ef 
Lis closest REoked3s the mast cohesive group in “TET 
S ciate f ConecLeiri s. Maar Ly « here “chu bee 
was clearly some distanes yet for Gin to’ ga, if he WELE tft No ame ® 
tG dominate either the acai standing poe eee OF yun! Ln 

ep tf 


the full Politbure. coat Sot phenelt Pi 











Nao in his late wee eae speech ta TF 
plenum.of the new Central Committee admonished the PLA's 
militery administrators throughout China to do a better 
job. While rejecting the Soviet charge that the military 


k 
# # 
acai 7 rw . 
aaa ene D eigee protege, Wan Yu-cheng, the Peking Gar- 
rigon commander, was tnezpiieably passed over. 
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was too heavily represented in China's governing structure, 
Mao said that the solution to local problems lay with 

2 Wd ght (b-the-solution_ta the military’S prob- 
8 ey in its, work.* He went on te make geveral bemarks 
idressed to all Cantral Committees members, expressly 
including Politburea members ~- about the need to work 
carefully and avoisd_ pride,_and fo proce ad, waikh particular 
fare—in-rebuilding the, Park . These remarks were the 
Foundation of the subsequent campaign against “arrogance” 
and “complacency,” gsspecialiy on the part of the military 
administrators. a 

Mao in this speech associated hinseli with Lin's 

call for “preparations against war" (bath material and 
apiritual preparations), a call which was alsa to become 
a national campaign. Lin was later to be charged with 


offenses under AR ES ee ets ports, Bema heart 


Tn su ty bit-Piaovseem otSeamed_at the time’ ho ba in ae 
favor withMag, TO Be an a very Strong Posityr nthe 

military Struc cture, and ta be moving Sepia similarly 

on “| strong position in the Party. Higs_e both 

na ge ko ae and polatice lh structures, Canreotmer eecnraer 


Sten AuoEL, and Mao had already made 7 
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ee fils consern about “the cesponsiveness of the FLA 
7 the PLA for which Lin was responsible, AS things were 
tc” turn out, Mac's athitude -~ not Lin's position in the 


Structure of power -~ was ‘to be decisive, en 
an un: ent 
‘ ¢ fs ad na ae 
ie & = pes 


“Mag had atrea y symbolized Ats concern over the Bats 
pole"«« agt the numbers of PLA men ta Key posts, but the 
responsiveness af the PEA to the Party, neler hingelf 
He. had poe Mis a tate the 2 Papiy 
ee Ea among othed sompatiant: Qnante ofathg § state 
: eeaderehe p of the Panky, 
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Tk. idn's Decline in Mao's Regard, 1969-70 | 





tt ig apparent in retrospect that at some time if 
the year following the Ninth Party Congress af April 1969 
Mao changed his mind about Lin Plas as his successor, It 
was probably.in this period that Mao decided that Lin 
could not be relied wpon to make the PLA -~ still the 
governing apparatus -« reliably responsive to the civilian 
Sarty leadership, Lin tay have beer unréliable in other 
respects as well, or example, Lin's group may have 
been wawilling te accept the Mao-Chou line that the USSR 
had beoote the main enemy of China, In March 1970 Mag made 
a proposal which seemed ta Lin fo reflect a loss of confid~ 
ence in hit -- the proposal not te rastore the post of 
Chairman of the regime. Lin was right, heasuse Mao soon 
took other organizational steps against him -~ removing 
a Lin protege from command of the Feking Garrison, and 
placing the General Political bepartment under the lead 
ership of nen-proteges of Lin, Overestimating their 
strength, Lin and {heh Po-ta and others reportedly made 
an e&fort at the Party plenum of August-September 1970 
ta get the post of Chairman reinstated, This attempt 
not only failed, but led te the purge of some of Lin's 
allies, and, reportedly, to criticism by Nao of Lin and 
his closest military preteges. Soan thereafter, Mao taak 
yet another step against Lin by reorganizing the Peking 
Military ‘Reqion, again preventing Lin from installing his 
owt men in the leading posts, The latter failure report- 
edly played a key role in the development of Lin's think- 
ing about his prospects. By the end af 1970, Mao had 
apparently stopped talking about Lin: he had probably, 
by this time, decided not only to. replace Lin as his 
successor but to purge Lin and his closest proteqes, 


Sema Isques: The principal developments of the 
year following the Ninth Party Congress yhre Mac's in~ 
creasing concern about the responsiveness af the PLA to 
the civilian Party leadership, the qrowing Saviet military 
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threat to China and the Chinese respenge to that, the all-~ 
out “investigation” of a mass organization (the wg e16" 
group) as a symbol of “conspiracy" against Party leaders. 
the related decline of the “xadical"-led central Cultural 
Revolution Group, and the related rise of Chau Ern-Lais- 
While the precise relationship among these interesting 
developments is still not clear; there were 50 many POR~ 
gible ramifications of each of them that it is moh hard 

to believe that Lin got caught in some combination of 

, cllcumatances that made him appear To disadvantage. 





‘ 
Mao's admonitions to the PLA at the Minth Party 
»fongress rose rapidly to the level of a campaign to e@n- 
1 peure that the PLA work under "Party" leadership and work 
mich better than before, In the joint editorial on the 
arty's 48th anniversary {1 daly}, it was insisted with 
Pfonusuad shrillness that thé Central committee of the Party 


jf was “the only center of leadership for the whole Party, 


the whole army, afd the geople throughout the country," 
and, again, that the PLA must "accept the leadershig of the 
Party,-..carry out to the letter the line, principles and 
policies of the Party's Central Commlthee personally 
formulated by the great leader Chairman Mao." The joint 
aditerial on Azmy Dey {1 August) emphasized that "reach 
work remains to be done,” that this work must not be 
“evude and careless," that "Chairman Mao's proletarian 
line on army building" must be carried out in a "better 
way," that this must be dane “under the leadership of 

the Party Central Committee with Chairman Mac 2s ita 
leader,” and #0 on.* ; 


‘Fig tone taken tovard the PLA in the joint editortats 
on the game ecousions in 1964 had bean very different. 

The PLA was then the graat teacher of the Chinese people 
and the most redowbteble foe of “qlass caamies." Indeed, 
tt wae said, ona's “attitude toudrd the PUA ig tha ectitude 
toward the dietatership of the proletariat” (meaning, the 
pavamarging Party and Hao Aimaelfs 
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While this campaign was never -- at least in its peep 


publi¢ manifestations ~~ af such intensity as ‘te explainenedg, © oe ae 
in itself the purge of the PLA"s central leadership in — i 
September 1971, it seems likely that during 1969 the , 
problem of the respansiveness of the PLA «= of the PLA: 





for which Lin Piao was directiy responsible —~ game bo be, 
agen by Mag.as the problem of Lin's own Comedie respon~/ 
siveness to Hao, In other words a Lin Piso. se could” 

¥ 






not be relied upon in er 
nee be se elied upenoverthe full xanga of concern ¢ of 2 a 
successor to Mao. And there may well have bean indiga- 
tLe Uli s“unréliabilicy in other areas of concern 


than the Pia. 





*heouahobt the spring Aig summer of 1509, the Rus= 
gians wexe establishing a credible possibility of 4 large- 
scale military attack on China. Lin himself in April 1949 
had called on the nation te take the Soviet "tactical" 
threat sariously. in Hay and June, Shinese spokesmen took 
note that China was being threatened {as it indeed was} 
by Soviet air atkacks an its nuclear installations, In 
August, the Soviets wiped out a Chinese unit which crossed 
the border from Sinkiang. In early September, continuing 
ho threaten Peking, the Soviet C/5 publicly suggested the 
possibility of a Soviet operation against China's Nerth- 
east. 


‘ii the principal Chinese leaders ~~ Mao, Lin, and 
Chou ~~ responded in an apparently coordinated way. With 
Maa's permission, thew on 14 September met with Kosygqin 
and agreed te begin talks about thea border, withort insist- 
ing on the earlier precondition that Moscow “recognize” 
the inequitable nature of the old treaties. And Lin in 
his annual National Bay (1 October) speech was notably 
milder toward the USSR than he had bean in his Party Con- 
gress speech, denouncing the US enemy by name but failing 
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to specify the source of "s social-imperialism" {the USSR) 
ar to cefexr to the border situation (the inmediate miii-~ 
tary threat}. The border talks soon got underway. * 


Probably animated largely by Mao's hatred and fear 

af the Russians, Peking followed with an initiative toward 
the United States in Vecember 4969, In response to the 
U-S- withdrawal of naval patrols from the Taiwan Strait in 
November, Peking in December stated for the first tine 
its willingness to receive the American representative in 
the Chinese Embassy in Poland in order to resume the 
Sino-American talks. =n this double step forward, the 
talks were regumed in January LOTd, 


“| “hina relations yith the Russians hed aluave seated 
i fire rene we eH Hao's. Ltuving tn the USSR fram 1958 
te water ET renee ve ek Lin eae aoe on y well 






ieadara. res the ain pasting Chinesa “Communist farcee 
in the Northeast {Manchurdad dn (9dhesk, he had again got 
on webl pe one Russians, bus he hed appaTs AgL BY noe 
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There was, om the face of it, no gedd reason for 
any Chinese Ranga mp to ener these moves ta 


* 
we* 


BY q 
tod botean Mell and beceuten 
1969 that “the Se ‘First formated the line ~~ later te 
be withdrawn, then restored -- that the USSR was China 's 
Main enemy, ‘teplacing the U.5. im that rola. High-Level 
Party meetings, reflected in subsequent Party briefings, 
reiterated this ii through 1969 and into 1970. 


Tt had been presumed all along that some Chinese 

military leaders had opposed the break with “the user 
~~ with its consequent depressing effect on Chinese mili-~ 
tacy development and its imposition on the Chinese military 
establishment of another major anemy -~ although after the 
purge of Peng Te-huai they would have kept quiet about 
it. Even among those who had genuinely supported Maa in 
the break, some Chinese military leaders ~-- men who had 
been Communists all their adult lives ~- could be nf a a 
to be “ugable to. regard the USS8_ as i LA enemy an 

fie aay: ‘ t is possiblethat Lin. Piao. WAR pe 
amdig their n number, that certain of his proteges agreed \, 
with Hil, thae "this group was simply unable to make the 
shift, and that this became evident ta Mao in Party meete- | 
ings or in private conversation, 














parations war" cavpalign, ifter Lin‘s fall, Ae 
and nd ober military | leaders were to be. charged with having 
used the: campaign & ag a. over for preparations. for a 
7imilitary cakeover, “the canpaian wo ‘at cotirse b 
péPmitted WEILtary leaders to strengthen their positions, 
and they were to ba expressly charged with having prepared | 
various headquarters and bases for usein a “coup,” This I 
will be touched on later. ri } 
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AG a related issue, there was tie continging - “EEGe -| 
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another related issue, during the spring and sum- 
+, mex of 1969. was a renewal of disruptive behavior by masa 
arganigations in China -~ 1-e. hy thelr representatives 
in, of se@king places in, “revolutionary committees” and 
new Party commithees throughout China. This misbehavior 
wiisappojinted the expressed hopes of Mag fand Lint Fer 
Fi “giity” in the nongtructive stage of the TUrtirel Revolu- 
tien. Peking’s pronouncements showed a strong Concern 
ever the problems of factionalism and ‘anarchiam,” and 
i related the latter to the threat of a Soviet aktack; as 
; chau Bn~lai said, such “internal weaknegs* would encourage 
py Soviet aggression. .Thus the PLA was again authorized to 
eo use whatever degree of force Was necessary to res bore 
J... order. By December 1969, reportedly on Chow's initiative, 
jue, Weltehere beyan an allot “invesEiqer a _of the infamous 
egy ” S716 Group. the mast titihitant of all mass organizations, 
ge nA the symbol of repudiated “ultraleft" positions of all 
¥ Hh aan ,kiods, the symbol of “conspiracy” against Party laaders. 
eet tr" and the symbol of a racent qrisly fact of Chinese life 
age ~« political assassinations. * 
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YON Pat “SThe 6/16 Group Aad undues tional earried Our agasga- 
Bis efy' sinations af vival leaders of hess organizacions, and 
ee way Hane sade atcempes even on Party leaders ne such 
Pot attempt may Aave been made tn Havel TaFO =< Oo Astah Fue 
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ghih, the Minister of Publie Seaurtty ow phitle the tae 
vestigation af the S778 Group wag underuay, and thig ta 
turn may have been au iapertant fastor «~- as reported -- 
tn the peplacenent of the Peking Garrison sounander, hin’ s 
protege Wen eens chelsea 











cone hae one thing, 
sesranen ts te mags 





thus the most that. can be said is eae the investication 
of the 5/16-Group in the winter of 1965-70 may have turned 
up something damaging to Lin and certain of his military 
proteges -- some evidence, say, of “double-dealing," of 

conspixing against other Party leaders {¢,.g. Chou} with 

the leaders of. the 5/16 ee ~- which was made known to 
Mao and tal Mao kept mpelf for later use 






Tha Marea Cultural Revolution Group [CRG}, which 
may have heen inactive for some manths in its rale 4s 
the Party's de facte secretariat. disappeared from view 
in becember 1969 and was never thereafter reported bo be 
acting in any capacity whatever. ‘he civilian “radicals” 





heading the CRG who were to fall into disgrace (Chen Po- 
£4) or to become inactive (Mang Sheng) ducing 1970 were aps 
parently in decline during tha winter of 19692720, a decline 
/ reflected in the abolition ot chetr-drgahizational base 
f of powar, the CRG. sacenven: Chou En- lai was desoribed ca 
: by Party leaders in 1970 as the Party's de fachke secrebary—. 
| general «— replacing beth Chen Po-ta and Kang Sheng in 
; that rola -~ and it seems reasonable to believe that 
; Chew began te play that role at about the time tha central 
\ Cig disappeared, L-@. in the early winger of 1d6g~-7d. 
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of both men -~ that Lin began at that time to see Chou’ 
as a threat toe his own plans for dominating the Farty 
apparatus. If so, he may have attempted -~ as some later 
materials suggest ~- to restrict Chou's authority in 

the cole of de facta secretary-qeneral, or even to prevent 
Chou from cocupying the post at ail, Tf so, this could 
have brought Lin inte serious conflict with Mao during 
the winter, because. there is abundant evidence 








Aes & 
policy akter-the Ninth Party Congress -- that by thie time 
Chau was in the highest possible favor with Mao and was, 
indeed, his_priecipal advisor sl tater te Tiditenant,* , 

ied Ube + HALAL SALLE Uryfenuihy fr TI ne Lin 
: Mao's Crucial Proposal: Whatevh! the combinatiorf ~ 
of circumstances that brought Lin inte disfavor with 

Hao by oc during the winter of 1969-70, in dareh 1976 

Mao ttade a proposal which set in motion the train of 

events culminating in the destruction of Lin and the 

purge of his closest proteges in September 1971, This 

proposal was net to restore, in the new State Constitution, 

the post of Chairgan of the regime -- @ post parallel 

to, although far less important than, Mao's own post of 

Chairman of the Party, and which had been vacant since 


Fe jt) 


“TE 2s tponiea! that this one of Mac's itewtenanta uho 
had been temst"predispased cro radical and militant courses 
kad pisen to the position ef Maw’s moat influenttal ad- 
wiser by the end of a militant Cultural Revoturton dest gned 
for radi¢al ends fut Choy seems _neuen_to haa putohim- 


rin the positionof seeming digtoyal. # ga, whieh 
a hers E the wtetmote bebe 2 * 
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_ the purge of Liu Shao~chi in 1966, The posh itsels had “4 ie 
<~ heen an empty one, in practice «- of symbolic importance act ° 

only, another “Chairman” to stand beside the one true w fs 
Shatrman as his designated successor. Yet there is much firma! 

evidence, in Party documents, that Lin thought the post ee 
importank,, and wanted at least to restore it -- even LE fee +f 
he ware not to occupy it himself immediately. ale, Gees 
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de 
Lin'a willingness to stake sq much on this ques- tt. 
tion of the Chairmanship is Hronabty tt ehavtese“thing to 4! utes? 
efplain in developments of recent yhars. Lin's calcula ui 
tion Sy EG ene iniporkdnes GE the post itself must have 
been based on two considerations. a was that the Chair- 1,¢« 
man would be-the principal officer of the government, wu ater 
panking frenter Chow ens far. The other was that, at oon 
ledge pnder the old Constitution, the Chairman was the a our) Sat 
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{eb GE thes 
in ERIS Foley Her responsible ta any other organ of 
gqovernment. If it was Lin's belief that Mac at the time 

was building up Cheu En-lad and the government machinery 
\ a2 a cownter~weight to Lin and the PLA {much as he had 
‘earlier built up Lin and the PLA against Liu Shae~chi 
. and the Party apparatus), it would have made some sanse 
% fxfor Lin to try to gek the post of Chaixman restored and, r 
‘sooner or later, to get central af it. This would have e 
given him superiority over Chou in all three hierarchies to4A 
~~ Party, silitary, government -- and in particular fal- | ath” 
khéugh evidence ig lacking that Liu Shac-chi in the posk™ «7% 
avil-so NUCH as moved—a’ platoon) would havegiven “him f 
“rather” than Chou the,righh.oo name the Minister of Defense. ~ 
jit_did not make goad Sanse = in fact, it was a disastrous 
jo étake ~~ for Lin to wake ai Geaveof “this post, because 

we bin GveE"thd yearehad"had “abundant apportuntty to 
4 yStoymize-thehdvards of Fevediing- personal aibition {as 
distinct from secepelig responsibilities” rds Epon him) . 
‘But Lin apparantly regarded Mao's Sttitide toward “the 
restoration of the pest -- and jts eventual occupancy 

by Lin -- az a critical test of Mao's attitude toward 

Lin as the successor, and (to judga from developments at 
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the Party plenum later in 1970) soon reached the judgment 
Pr that he was ready te test his own strength against Mac's 
will, 
etl. It ig not known at what time Mao made the actual’ 
an decision not ta restexe the post-=- but it was sometime 
before the plenum of Auquat-Septembex 1970, when it was 
wi") Tae reyretad ee he had made and Paay erties this Ra opdsghanieas 
nd I: at 6] os r 






Ft rece foms gin quby 1970 serie ad ay ens tate Tin 
ot at -= at that time. 
pot 


ioe The Second Fiemaa It was apparently just prior 
ro the Party Plenum of Suqust-September 1970 that Mao 
eh made two changes in the central mi Litary leadership which 
were damaging to Lin. He removed Lin's protege Hen Yu~ 
cheng [who last appeared an 1 June} from the critically 
ae important post of commander of the Peking Garrison, re- 
iad portedly holding him responsible for a security failure 
4a. Es the attempted assassination in March 1970 of another 
ch = Barty leader (Hsieh Fu-chih, who was wounded in an at- 
tempt which may have also wounded the military leader Li 
Tien-yu, who died before Hsieh did}, ox charging him with 
complicity in ultraleft initiatives of that nature, or 
both. Man didnot permit Lin to replace Wen with another 
protege. * een sovene a Sera sheng, wha Was Rot a~protege 
mcm hin Hate ® 
Lchtor Oh 











“The exact time of Wen’e removal ia not known, but 
he had made frequent appearascas bafore hia last appear- 
dive, so it te reasonable to beldewe that he was ramoped 
eeon after hts least one, i.8,, that he was out before 
Late August. The new Peking Garrisen comynder wag nat 
identified unit September 1971, bw nane*of the Garri-~ 
son's afftears in that intervening 14 months was a pretege 
of adther iin or Hueng Yung~sheng. 











of Lin’s but rather of the Manking MR commander Heu Shih-yu, 
had been brought to Peking by August Lf not gariiler ta 

take ovar the General Folitical Department, charged with 

the indoctrination, investigation and ‘evaluation of the 

PLA and its afficers, Off the two carlier-identified deputy 
directors of this highly important Department, one was 

an apparent proteqe of Lin's, the other was not. 













hig Hui~tso {the four military 
ance to bin and the clesest to him) and Yeh Chun (Lin's 
wife) met secretly and decided to insight, at the forth- 
coming plenum, ob fhe Palastatement of the post of Chair- 
man of the regime, Such meetings, presumably taking place 
in late July or carly Auqugt, would have made the group 
eligible for the subsequent charge of constituting a 
“counter-revalutionary conspiratorial elique" planning 
a “coup,” even if its plans had gone no further than that. 


fhe first accounts of the second plenum, which 
opened on 23 August, portrayed Chen Porta, not Lin, as 
aktempting ta restore the post of Chairman, and as anvisage- 
ing the “genius" Mao, not Lin, as the immediate occupant 
of the post. As thoge first reports had it, Maa saw 
thvough Chen's game and repelled Chen's initiative in a 
ifiag statement ("An Opinion of Mine"} of 31 August. Chen 
Wan arrested at the close of he, Lenin and was offiei< 
ally purged in November (mainly for his support of the 
disgraced $/16 Group), and two alleged “accomplices 
~—"Chety Wéi-shari"dnd Li wsueh-feng, the acting commander 
and the’ first polivicallorficer at the Peking HR (but 
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See ers srappcoved. pier: at: the plenum, p: posing £0 eer 
a atate the post of Chairman -- apparently with Mao at first 
a reoccupying it but with Lin inheriting it. Lin_is_naw 
| Tang &o have ‘been iven open cree oY Chen in a very 
Tang _speesn, F er everat. 


“athers, sithoush goine oF these naa cincant supporters. 
{Huang Yung-sheng, the C/S (net one of the intiocents}, 
is said to have ae to make a lupperting speech. but 







“Has of course prevailed. the draft Constieu- 
: nade mo provision For the post of Chaix- 
man ‘and specified that Maco as "leader" was commander=in~ 
@HVEE of the arwed forces, while Lin was designated las 

his “successor” (to no specified cea and as the present 





‘deputy « commander of the armed forces’ 
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at 
rae ST ba ot @tear why Gheng.ond ft -~ retther of whoar 
Beas PO be a "“padieal” type -- would have chosen 
2 Chen,Foxnta. If indaed they atas the 


en vould a appear to be personal ambition. 
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. wt: letum ta seek the reinstatement 
ee Hoiedamong"other leaders; <= Or. 
an BB iiao severely eritioized ae y Ae 
as ry.leaders.ithase purged in “%i*"" 5" 
. . hie three 
i ring”. to this end. They are said to fats 
nade _self-criticlems,probablyin December. Mec mete ae 
Were one Peg 
BET tT ees 


ha eagle Guliac 
d Tet believe that all of their supporters 
Mao ig said to have easily persuaded Some... 


>, ai 
2 -spirators." 
- «sf them-that they had taken the wrong side at the plenum, Some oy. 
“4 jJof them are said to have played important roles later in 4, c2% 
Ax “foiling the military leaders’ plans or attempts to kill aie 
us fees ami some continue in favor. Mitt tbe, fin Settly fad 
: i Berd: crete eeahls 
in Gate 1970: However the question * 







‘ in's Status 
af the Ch Tmanshipy Was handled at the second plenum, and 
whatever the handling,of the military leaders thereafter, 
Lin knew beyond doubt’ by the end of 1970.that.he had. 

din, Waeoa.s eyes. This knawledge was almost cer- 
tainly reinforced by Lin's inability, at that time, to 
fispte 


be 
replace the purged leaders of the Peking Hh with his own 
Sree faa d 


nen. es Was obvious at the, time thet Lin, would ware too freed, 
§ proteges ‘in those key posts just as in other 

UR headqdarters, and it was reqarded as an ‘anomaly that ~f a 
£1970 -- Lost ~ Sal 


Ldn had now ~= by the end o 
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he did not. * 








“ME in Jamagary Behe rn a the still aaiepowt ‘shape ae 
it -- played a critical rale in Lin's thinking about his 
that they were poor indeed. Eh does seam 
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in retrospect that Mao, during the secend half of 1970, 
was taking important organisational steps in Peking to 

prepare for a showdown with Lin and his proteges. When 
the showdown came, in September 1971, the necessary i | 
military foreas =~ immediately, the Garrison forces, ahd 

in reserve, the MR forces -- were in Mao's hands. 


In Edgar Snow's interviews with Hao in the labe 
uronths of 1970 reporting on which bacame available in 
_ spring 1971}, there was a striking lack of reference to 
tt Lin in Mao's remarks. Althelgh Lin had again made~the 
fr ge national tay | etoher) address in 1970 -- which was 
to prove to be his last public speech —=and People’s 
Bail had hequa at that tine the practice of featuring | 




















Done a 
Hac ly late 1970 had Scearent ly SEGBEE a LL 
about bin altogether, as his sueressor or anything else. 
, fMereover, Snow learned {apparently from Mao}, and 
oe conftizmed, that Chou -- nat Lin -- was in charge of 
as rebuilding the Party. Moreover, even in talking with 
er; now “about their naw policy toward the United States 
aL ~~ to explere the possibilities for an improvement in 
og relations at the government~to-government level, while 
emphasizing initiatives which would mobilize the American 
povpre against thelr government -- Mao and Chow, did not 
steiate Lin with this new, line,.aa_wonld have been 
expecta: ci ma cal SUCCRES SOT. 


in these talks with Snow in late 1970, lac showed 
He considerable sensitivity to China's appearance of being 
ae dominsied Ganeath hig own level by the PLA. (Indesd, 
et thissenisirivity seemed “al bkhe time te be a possible 
: explanation ot Hao ! s failure te talk about Lan.) Mao 
descetihed the PLA's admittedly striking degraé of power 
as “temporary, and he defended the overall militarization 
af Chinese society as necessary in wiew of the Soviet 
military threat -< which had in fact seemed to be his 
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reasoning at the time, (Chow En-lai took a similar line 
with Snow on the role of the PLA, emphasizing the long- 
standing principle of Party leadership.) Hao teld Snow 
that Lt would ba wrong to judge his success in renewing 
the leadership as a whole solely on tha basis of obsarva- 
tion of the national and provincial leaders (mainly PLA 
Eigures), that the bulk of the new leadership produced 
by the Cultural Revolution was to be found ak the cotinty 
level, the “hext qeneration" of rts jeaders. Such 
rewarks_were further indications. that Mao was noe sabis-~ 
Ted with the responsiveness of the military sdministra~ 
tere, Widc"were "seen to be Subjected ta sharp public 


press ro Ce ee 


erLereism. wen 









Snow aia meek briefly with Lin and found him, to 
be feeble bub selaxed_and_arfable. Snow did nots gonelude 
‘thet Tih was in disfaver or thought himselt to be, als 
“fHOIGH Ghow was understandably much Ward impressed by 
Chou and «= correctly, as it turned avt -- thought Chou 
to be playing the more important role af the twa. Other 
foreign visiters reported Lin to be in geod spirits and 
even occasionally} forthcoming in conversation. Mare= 
over, the regime's media continued to describe Lin as 
“deputy leader," to present him as well as Mad as the 
authority far the Party's policies, and - give hint kl 
praise; pictures of, 2 | @d oy 
oogssions, and i E ¥ : 


ls Metay . = : ot 

at seems likely, in retrospect, thet by 
the end SF" “T3970 Mag had decided mot only te replace Lin 
Piao az his suceéSsor but to purge Lin and his clesest 
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Iii. ‘The Approach to the Crisis, L971 





i It is credible, as alleged, that in or about danu- 
axy 1971 Lin Piao ami Kis elosest protegas began to plan 
a “soup” against Mao, ia the belief that they thenselvas 
would otherwise be purged. It ig aleo credible, as further 
_alieged, that the group's dasign from the start included a 
iplan to kill Mac if necessary. But it ia not alleged 
ithat Maco discovered any such plans that early. 


in the early: aa wok ., ag was Visibly can~ 
eerned «= still concerned, as he had been since LS6a -- 
with the preblem of the reliability and responsiveness of 
PLA figures ag administraters, throughouwk China, There 
seems to have been a smail pucde of the BLA -~ not reaching 
to the ton levels -- at that time. Boring the spring 





of 1971, Mao continued to approve the appointment of PLA 

figures -- inciuding protagas of Lin -- to key positions ,\ 
approval which must have reflected a caleulation that if I] poate 
the avant of a Mao-Lin showdown he could split the great [ov eke 
majority ef them off from Lin. However, the titling of é 
Mao's decisive move against Lin may have bean moved up 

by reports teaching Mac during the spring of 1971 that 

Lin was attempting to set up “bases” of some kind 

w« through such preteqes ~- outside Peking. 


_ By dune, Mao probably had ari additional reason 
ho” purge Lin's gxoup «~ its oppesition te the Mao-Chaw 
ifereign policy, specifically to the plan: ta renelve 
iPresidant Nixon. Hag may have baguiny _ YB se 
‘the talks with military-political “Téaders “Sutsice Peking 
in which he successfully sought assurances of their sup- 
port in a showdown with Lin's group. And he may.have 
taken additional stepe against Lin's. group in Peking it~ 
gall —- ima indy cancerned with aASGur ing his own contreL 
of Peking =- in the early summer. 









Some Criticism and a Smal Purges | 











Ack Ted fis prot 
plah their Seoup" Spade ‘Nao in or fae cae 1971, 
following the purge Of the dhe tr leaders and the fai Lure 





mre 
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decided to purge Lin and his closest proteges at the center, 
was how to prevent Lin from using the MR headquarters 
against him, 


By late February 1971 the regime's military adminis 
tratecs at all levels were caming ander heavy fire =~ #.9. i 
from Red Flag -- for “arrogance” and "complacency," and 
Peking directed that all cadres of the Party apparatus 
~~ in which ‘the military were most prominent ~- undergo 
“cpen-—door seetifieation® of these sheartcomings. Tae 
Military Reqions ~y apparently beginning with the Shenyang 
MR =~ began at this time to hold "political and idenlogical 
work" meetings concerned expressly with these problems. 

The proceedings o£ one such (later) maating show it ta 
have concluded that many PLA men in bhe structirce of power 
~- including secretaries of local (nan-PLA} Party oot- 
mittees -- were unreasonable amd imperious, suppressed 
their critics, acted in opposition to Party policies, 

and even committed crimes. PLA leaders had all too often 
acted independently of local Party cammitteas, had 

made decisions within the PLA's own Party committees 

and had impesed them on the local Party committees, had 
forwad the local Party fomaittees to seek PLA approval 

of thelx actions, and so on. PLA Organs and personnel 
were henceforth to accept their subordination to local 
Party committees, of, if the local Party committee were 
headed -- #6, at the provincial level, most were -- by 

men who were active PLA leaders concurrently, the civilian 
members were to be given larqer roles. 





4 small pilrae of the PLA seems to have been sak in 
he eariy moths of 19717 “Lt aid not “yeach ag 
high as the ranking figures of the Mac and General Staff 
(positions held concurrently by the. Politburo~level Léad- 
exe who were ta be purged in September , but many fllus- 
tious faees were missing in the early months of 1971 

oc made their last appearance an ar abotut May bey, andl 
some of them were probably purgdd hefore simmer 1971. 

the missing included {and still include} the director of 
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the Operations Department of the General Staff, twa 
deputy directors of the General Logistics Department, 
many national and reqional leaders of the Air Poreea [the 
service arm apparently hardest hit}, some Navy figures, 
some of the leaders of the Artillery and Armored forces, 
ard gome of the leaders of less important aris such as 
Engineers and Railway Engineers and Signals) 


Lin's “Bases”: As previously noted, Mao probably 
concluded in the year fallewing the Ninth Party Congress 
that Lin Gould not: be célied upen to make the PLA properly 
responsive to Mao and other civilian Party leadership, 
nad apparantly begun to take organizational stepa against 
bin dn Peking no later than the sommerc of Lava, and by the 
and of 1970 whad probably meskes Lin for purr: os 
a steikin bt the it ts of military Jeaders 
continvied@in cha ear] Reccit of 1871, after this proqres— 
sion in Mao's thinking, | ane in - ee Mag was 
ywisibly concerned,about “the problem of the responsiveness 
of the BIA... These appaintiiants” were striking both at the 
national level -- in the central Party apparatus and the 
central government machinery -- and at the provincial 
level, that igs in the new provinclal-level Party committess. 
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ABEL 1 as many—ofhis 

in key post military esxtablish- 
eveloping Party and governmentalapparas | 
a6 an offenge in which Lin appeared ab | 
ase i Wine to fave the oollaboration_oL Mao and 5 
Chou, latter making and the former approving such 
appointments. 
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qherd is no-entiraly satisfactory explanation of 
these appaintmentss “while itis true that failure to 
@OLLEM LN their pests men who had been selected leng 
before would have given Lin's group warning that Mao 
intended to ‘move againgt the group, Lin had already been 
given suffidient warning to lead him to conclude by the 
‘end of 1970 that he was marked for purging. The only 
credible explanation of these continuing appointments of 
Lin's proteqes thus seems to be a calculation by Mao 
that, in the event of a Mac-Lin showdown, the great 
majority of Lin's proteges would side with Maa rather 
than with Lin, 3£ soa, this caleulation was to prove 
correct, in the summer of L371, 





The timing of Mao's decisive move against Lin may 
have been infiuenoed -- that is, moved ap ~~ by reports 
reaching him in the spring of 1971 that Lin was attenpting 
to set up “bases” against him, While some accounts of 
this have implied that such activity bagan soon after 
the Party plenum of August-September 1970 under caver of 
“oreparationa againgk war" and eontinged moreor- Less 
steadily until the time of Lin's fall, the bulk of the 
reporting concentrates such activity in the spring of 
Lg71, after the time at which Lin's group is said to have 
begun its planning, about the same time (March 1971) that 
it Was allegedly writing aut its plan, and in the period 
in which military leaders outside Peking were strengthen 
ing their positions by acquiring the tgp Party posts in 
their areas concurrently. ‘ ‘ 
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agt® ce Tn any case, Mac's concern ahout “bases” -- whether 
yf political or military —— that might he used against him 
a was to be refleeted in the 1 July joint editerial on 

° the 50th anniversary of the Party's founding.. The edi- 
“orial inter alia denounced early leaders of the Party 
whe in their “organizational line,,.practiced sectarianism 
and deprived Chairman Mao of his power," foresaw a “pro- 
tracted struggle” to consolidate the “dictatorship of the 
proletariat palitically, ideolegically,... and organiza- 
tionally," and emphasized the need to “upheld democratic 
eentrelism" -- that is, ta recognize the supreme authority 
of the Party center, to he obedient to higher levels, as 
opposed to the cencent of “many centers, i.¢, no center.” 
This editerial reaffirmed Mac's precept that “the Party 
commands the gin, and the gun must never be allowed to 
command the Barty," * 





* 

The tesue was pretty clearly ast the gzistence of so 
many militery Leaderg in key positions, as they continued 
to ba ageigned ta than after the time that Mao had-.decided 

(footnote cantinued an page 38) 
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"fehates" on Foreign Policy: The wedia’s highly we 

; Sapa atc Mreerern st scene nies 6 isgieranat tenement AS K we 
favorable treatment of Lin Prao -- giving him the beginn~ >°")/ 





ings of 8 “bersdnality cult" ~- continued through spring [et 
(ASVL. Linvarrivéd and departed with Mac br the o¢hasion 

of May Day, locking terrible thuddled in a greatcocat, 

while other Party leaders wore no eoats), but otherwise 

giving every appearance of being, ag billed, Mao's closest 
comrade and successor. At least through May, Shou, fine lad 

was presenting himself ag AGEIng in general onthe "in 
s€fictions” of Lin-si well ss eae 


Hn yew wn a ow nine oie 




















Lf 
Gy the end of May, however, Chinese Communist lead 
ers had almost certainly had some of the “debates" about 
foreign policy which Peking’s spokesmen {including Chou 
Bnieladi) stibsequently admitted having had -- in particular, 
about the new gtance toward the United States, as the time 
was tapidly approaching to make the actual arrangenents 


e 


for President Nixon's visit,* It was gugges ted above 


ffadinote conituned from page 34) 

to purge fin and even after he had begua Ais talke udih 
military~polivéceal leaders outside Peaking in whieh he made. 
Aig tutentions clear. When the final four provineial-deuel 





Porty eammitters were antoliced ti gig’ I97 iy the wire 
tary ’a uiszbility was af cts height, Ofte 29 such con 
mittceas; 20 of the first seeretaries vere earear we Le bey 


men 12 commgudens, eight political offieers), all af 
whom apparenély retained cheir miditary posts; only seven 
were old Party cadres, tue usre men with police hackgraunds , 
and "One wie ¢ pepresgeantative ef a mass argantzation, In 
most af the provinetal committees headed by ald Party 
cadres, the text tuo ranking seepetaries were career 
mititerg men : 

‘Chou has reportediy specified that the President's “> 
uistt was the gubject of one of the “debates” ag Late = 
as‘aAugueé re? 
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that Lin and his proteges may have been among-thase who, 
in 2965, had been unéble to make the shift that fixed 

the USSH as China's main enemy, and that Mao may have 
seen this. If so, theig position had perhaps looked 
better for @ time in spring LY7O, when the US incursion 
inte Cambodia provoked Mao toe 4 thunderous denunciation 
(20 May) xestoring the United States to its leng~standing 
position as the main enemy, But, as previously noted, 

by late lola. the USSR had again been fixed as the main 
enemy, and Nao and Chou, in telling Edgar Snow about 
their intention to texplore the possibilities for an in~ 
provement in relations with the United States ak the 
government-to-grrernment level, did not assaciate Lin 
with this imitiative, 






Lori | was Said to-exist-even_at_the mi 





porate aoe outer world. 
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treads for examplé, #1 T. ac. b soviet agent 
for Many years. _fieems_only marginal a 
Lin's design included a fallback plan fora at inva~ 
sion of China, “But some reported charges saem better. 
Qng is the general charge of opposition to the Hae-—Chou 
policy and of a desire to imprave relations with the 
Russians (in one version, to “unite” with them}. There 
WAS @ Precedent for this in the Peng Te~huad ease in 
1959. Ang certain_crepomtadparti irieharges area at 
lgastoot incredible: that Lin opposed Presidenk Wixon's 
visit, that he contended that Soviet leaders should be 
invited to visit China, and that he divilged canfidential 






t 









inltermahion to Moscow fyriar to his wlecad attempt to 






deliver defense secrets in September || 








Chom En-lai himself hag reportedly described is- 
sues_of foreign policy as important ih Lar’ s-—fall—but 
net central, and this evaluation icakes te” be "Gerrade. 
that is; the issue might have been a “central” ome in 
Lin's deciine in Mao's eyes in 1969 but Lt was a seeond— 
ary lssye in spring L971, in that Maa had already decided 
te purge Lin and his closest proteges, and their opposi- 
tion on Foreign policy at this time simply drove anather 
ail inte Mao's case against Lin. 





The L July (971 joink editorial previausly cited 
made clear that Meo and Chou still felt it necessary be 











defend thair new line with their biggest gun, as if the 
“debate” had persisted to the time of writing and was 
about ta be declared at an end. It was emphasized that 
Mao himself stead behind the new Line teward the United. 
States. Whereas Liu Shao-chi's Line had been “capitula~. 
tionist,” Mao's policy of negotiations (the argument went} 
was very different. As Maa had long ago said, 


Hou to give ‘tit for tat! depends 
on the stéueéton,., Pf they wanted te 
Hegotiate, agvetimes not going te 
negotiations was ttt for teat, and 
sometimes going ta negatiattens was 
gise étt far tad. 


Te editorial reminded its readers that Maca “went bo 
Chungking {in 1945] in person for negotiations" -~ which 
admittedly, had failed, but had “exposed” the enemy for 
all to sae. fb was evident that Hao and Chou in 1971 had 
high hopes for something more than “exposing” the enemy: 
they saw a good chance for positive gains, and ware angry 
with those whe were unwiliing to make the shift and/or 

bo acoept the amali degree of risk. This.oditerial—want 
an to denaunce. hidden traitors who have illigit rela- 
tiofg with foreign countrics,” another matter entirely. 


On the assumption that the Party is teliing the 
exuth in its charge that Lin opposed the Mao-Chou line, 
4t is not hard to believe that some of his clase proteges 
supported him in Party meetings. For them as for Lin, 
these were obvious grounds to stand on -~ either of basic 
affinities with the USSH, so that foscew by definition 
cayld paribe the min anemy, ar af prudence in.the-face 
of tha Soviet threat, sc that tie adiigercus Russians should 
be placated. zathar thar-antayornized by conciliatary 
gestures toward the distant and--an “the redord of xecent 
ysars ~~ less dangeraus ‘tinited States. “EhEFe were sevéral 
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military men on the Trident which crashed while attempting 
ko reach the USSR on 13 September (the USSR was obviously 
not their main enemy), and Party briefings have asserted 
--~ again, not incredibly -- that Lin's closest proteqes 
were originally scheduled to make that flight with him 

and that both Lin's plane {the Trident) and a helicopter 
forced down near Peking contained secret decuments. Some 
accounts fave specified that the second plane included 

and Dr. Kissinger, as might be expected if the defectors 
were opposed ta the Mao-Chou line. In suit, it seems likely 
that opposition by military leaders to the Mao~Chou line, 
econanivably including Lin's confidences to the Russians 

on this, confirmed Maa's decision to purge them, and it 
may have speeded the process. 


Some Possible Moves Against Lin: tin Piao made 
whet was £6 prove his last public appearance on 4 June, 
On ? Jue, Hou Shih-vu, commander of the Nanking Military 
Reqion, made what was to be his jast public appearance for 
almost eight months, The reasons for Hsu's disappearance 
were Tost uncertain. He had appeared to be a favorite 
of both Mac and Lin Piao (himself still in Hadg’s apparent 
favor), amd in a very strong position. * 








~*Hau had begun his aseociation with Lin in the 19308, 
and stayed with him through Norid War I7. Prom tha mide 
408, he was a leading figura in the Bast Chine area, na 
lenges connected with Ein, fowever, when Lin becanea Mta- 
deter of Gefenge in 1989, he appointed Hsu as one of Ate 
deputies, utth Kew remaining in the Nanking HR. Hau was 
ene of the few mititary leaders to whom Lin canfided his 
plans for purging the PLA ia [98d Agu thugs appeared to 
qualify as a pratage of Lin's, tf aot ae eloge a pratege 
ag soma of the military leaders in Peking and Canton. 

Waa entered dsu'a tife in a eritteal yay ta eariy i787, 
when Hsu was under attack by wass organizations and ambt- 
tious mitdtary aubordinates in hig MR: Maa tack Wau with + 
him to Shanghai, and then to Peking for seueral moanthg, 
while the threat te Hsu was being daalt with Agatn tA 
1868 Hau was defended against attack, thia time by kang 
Shang speaking expressly im Haas naate 
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he reascns are still uncertain, If Mao were full 
confident of Heu, and had information to the effect that 
Lin's group was platting against him in East China, it 
might seem reasonable to keep Hsu in Nanking. Thus Hsu 
may have been brought ta Peking urdex suspicion, for - 
examination and evaluation, and held there for many months 
before baing returned to Nanking early in 1972 with all 
of his military and political titles and apparently in 
high favor.’ But it is also possible that Hau was tha 
first of the military-political leaders eutside Beking toa 
be consulted by Mao on his plans for purging Lin and 
others, and that Hsu was brought to Peking ta assume & 
key military position in Peking itself ~~ e.g, acting 
commander of the Peking NB -~ in this time of troubles, 
and in anticipation of a period of erisis, Hsu's prin- 
cipal deputy in the Nanking MR was brought to Peking at 
about the same time as a deputy C/S, and other proteges 
af Hsu were soon named to ather key posts in Peking and 
in some of the MH headquarters. * 








Thao a arrangements for assuring the retiabtitty of 
the Peking HR can only be conjectured, After the purge 
of the AR edonmmander and first politteal of freer tn Late 
1a70, Peking simply refused to identify these acting tn 
these eapacities, bi Te-sheng, the protege of isu Shth- 
yu who appeared im August 1970 ag Directar af the 
Genepal Palttieal Department, was veh Later reparts 

te be acting as the Peking NA soumander, concurrently; he 
eet ag havecee sumed thE pdstin sper taed, chi Teng-kuet, 
a young Party Leader in Howan and an apparent protege” 
of Wao himaetf, who fiike fil had been tamed an ai ternate 
member of the Potithure ti 1969, vas apprnentiy brought 
to, Peking ta Ja7 and wae later peparted to be tha first 











(_potities! officer of the Peking 3 tf ga, Ae too may have 





pore iv warty as summer 1970. 
‘ 














Another dasportant step that might have been tkken 
at about the same time was the strengthening, far Nao’ s. 
purposes, of the Peking Garrison, While the Garrison 
had been reorganized in. 1970, its commander and first 
political officer had not been identified, Wa chung. not 
a protege of any membar of Lin's group, is knewn ta have 
heen the Garrison commander by September 1971, and had 
apparently held this post for some months before September. 
Similarly, Wo Te, an old Party cadre with a police back- 
ground who waS”Geting head of the Party's Peking committee 
in the absence of the disabled Hsieh Fu-chih, was making 
APPearances suggesting that he was concurrently the first 
political officer 6£ the Peking Garrisen (a pattern alse 
observed in Shanghai, where Mae's man Chang ‘Chun=chiaa 
had held both posts Fer some time}. 


Two visible developments in early July suggested 
the pousibility that Mao was preparing the Party for some 
change in Lin Piso's status, The 1 duly joint editorial 
cited above did praise Lin by name as both a compa Ler 
and an exegebe of Mac's thought, apacifying under the 
latter heading Lin's report to the Ninth Party Congress 
if pring 1969. The editorial alse called far Party 
rebuilding to continue under Lin es “Geputy loader" as 
well as Mao as leader, It did net, hawever, discuss the 
Matters taken up in Lin's report, and it did nat specify 
any recent cuntributions mada by Lin, and thus carried 
atleast a faint implication -- noted by some observers 
at the time -— that Lin's ourrent rela wag less important 
than his past reles,* 


Moreover, during Dr. Kissinger's visit to Peking 
in, the second week of July (9-11 July), the old Marshal 
Yeh Chien-ying met the U5. delegation and was the Chinese 
military representative (there was no American opoos lite 


;: 
; : ® & 
snr tinea : ; 
‘in retrospect, one passage -takes dead aim at Lin's 
group: “ft is eseantial tharaughly ta expose thé... 


eonsptraters, cargerists, renegades and enemy agents,. . 
and tha Ridden traitere wha have ilidete relations with 
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foratgn ecauntries... 
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number} throughout the talks between Dr. Kissinger and 

Chou Enlai.’ Despite his lack of a gevernmment post (which 
Lin did have, as Minister of Defensa), Yeh ached as the 
chief Df the delegation when Chou was otherwise engaged, 
and the Chinese in conversation emphasized the overall 
impoctance of Yeh. Yeh's role in the talks could reason~ 
ably be intefprated in terms of his Far greater experience 
(than Lin) in dealing with Americans and in terms of Lin's 
illness (he was soon reparted 111 againj.* Bub Maa wey 
have been thinking ahead, to the time when Yeh would surface 
as his principal military aide, a vole which Yeh was to 
assume fully in September, The civilian Party leaders 
apparently fdared that Yeh's eminence would be taken by the 
Chinese audience as meaning a concomitant and radical 
decline in Lin's status, besause Peking did not reveal te 
that audience Yeh's cole in the talks, There had indeed 
been such a decline in Lin's status, but Maq and his 
jiewtenants still in fuver -- e.g., Show, Yeh ~- did not 
want that to be generally known until they had made the 
necessary arzangements ta daal with ifs consequences. 


Some of these arrangements <« these that could be 
made in Peking -- have been discussed above. Others- had 
te be made outside Peking. Among the most important of 
these were talks with MR leaders, other than whatever 
talka with leaders of the Peking MR and Wanking MR that 
Man. had had before duly. 


Mag was still in Peking as late as & duly, but 
Party briefings place him outside Peking for most o£ the 
summex thereafter (he was in Peking again at least briefly 





‘Lin's wife, Yeh Chun, made her last public appearance 
on Li duly, not in eonnection with Oz. Kissinger's visit 
(which was of course mot publicize at all at the time). 
* 















with certain © 


_relisbly-reported talks o£ 


and military leaders with whom-Mao Was working c 








in early August) and specify that he was engaged in talks | 
egional leaders by mid-August, | a 





the lagt talks Mao had before returning tO“Peking to 
purge Lin's group. It is possible that Mao had previously 
(in July and early August) been engaged in similaz talks 
WLiEh other reqignal leaders. The previously-mentioned 
accounts of Lin Li-kuo's travels have him canging the 
Eastern half of Chiha from Canton‘in the South ta Shenyang 
in the North, and, af reports of this reached Maa, he 
might have winted to touch all of those points. Thus he 
might have talked with the Northeast leaders, and even 
some of the Southwest and Northwest leaders, in duly and 
early Auguat. (The Wuhan WR headquarters in Central China 
would have been available to Mao on Kis way south: in mid- 
August.,] The leaders of all of the HRs were out of sight 
for periods in July and early August in which they might 
have been meeting with Hao, Bither ak their home bases or 
at Mao's sutwer headquarters. On the other hand, the nore 
talks Mao had, the more chance of leakage ta Lin, 36 it 
is possible thet Mao had na such prior to the 

i mid ee as 



















in this period -~ ¢.g. Chow Enelai, Yeh Chien-ying, Li Te- 
sheng -~ apparently remained in Peking, where they mada 
frequent appearances. * 





is ‘ 
iGhou on 19 fuly gave an inéhruiew to a group af teft- 
wing American Sinalegieta tn wAteh faccording to a transe 
aript received much later! he ta) cmplied that tin Bias 

wie now regarded as a werthy but simple man who hed once 
{footnate continued aon page A-#¢} 
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There may conceivably have been a prolénged meet- 
img of the MAC -- in Mao's absence <-~ in late July. Al- 
Wosk every important—military Leader.inPeki pg was was Out 
of Taight_in_the last week of July, and most were missing 
for the last two “weeks. Tt is further ténceivabie that 
swell a meeting -- in the absence also of Lin Piao, who 
Was peecarbnes ptaoria’ iid in Page aber mee acted te 








erga: “yet prepared to wove decisively against Zin ~~ that 





is, that he was still engaged in talks with military~political 


gaders outeide Poking ag late as early September. 





(footnote cantinted from page A~dd) 

buan very useful te Nao but uho was teas po now tn a 
mora compiler time, and fh) referred ambigud we by toe Chany 
Chun-chiae and Yao Wen-yuan faurutuore af bre ald gentral 
CHG. Chew aimgst eertainly knew at this time of Mao's 
intention to purge Gin. Ate vremirhe ghaut Chang and Yao 
w~ referring ta them og the Party’s idealegues ta whom 
‘hitleosephical” questigns had to ba peferred ~~ could be 
taken either as friendly banter with tuo of Maa's Tieu- 
tenants utth uvhom he aleo was on goed terme, or as 
mdekery of Chang and Yao ag parsons whe flike Lind vere 
jaf figtle practical use, Ft is hard te believe _thet 
jChaw Aes a vary aod _optaLan oF either Chang ¢ or Yao, 

but Té cannot be stated with aeaj 








stated GLEN @gnyiaence that “thaw an this 
geadsion Naa euprassing same déerietan of #hese tua proapa~ 
gaudtiste wha are faverties of Mao's, 








IV. The Crisis, August - September 1971 


tao's talks with military~political leaders ant- 
side Peking included a gathering in mid-August of leaders 
of the South China area, in which proteges of Lin Piao 
and Huang Yung-sheng were heavily clustered. Mac made 
clear that ha regarded Lin and his closest proteges 45 
conspirators against him and thet he intended to purge 
them. Mac's intention was apparently made known to Lin, 
From South China soyrees, in early September, and Lin took 
his family te the summer resert of Peitaiho on 7 September. 
Curing the next few days, when [uo was in Shanghai talking 
with East China leaders, Lin's group allegedly tried and 
failed to activate a plan to assassinate Meo. Mao report~ 
edly learned of this at the time, A document (the ee ae 
incriminating Lin and others may have fallen inte ‘tie 
hands of leaders in Peking in the same period. In any 
nage, Mao returned to Peking on 12 Septembar to take -—“" 
action against Lin's group, and convened a meeting fax 
that purpose that evening. Lin had alceady made plans 
for flight if necessary, and he updated thece plans. Lin. 
and his wife and gen were probably (as alleged] abroa 
the elite. “ridént alrerare wien crashed and burned™in 
farter Mongalia at about 0300 on 13 September. Lin's 
principal proteges remaining in Peking were condemned Ln 
the Gourse of a prolonged meeting ending about 25 September . 
Chiu En-lai and teh Chien-ying were parkiculaxly helpful 
to Mao in managing the crisis through this period. 





Hao's Talks with Regional Leadera: The decline in 
Lin Piag's status -- which seemed at the time well short 
of disgrace -- was reflected on Army Day, 1 August. . With 
Lin himeelf mwissiriq since 3 June and his wife since 11 
July, the jaint editerial fer Army Day for the first time 
in yoars included na quotation from Lig, and his wife failed 
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te represent him at the Army Day raception.* -Officially, 
Lin was "too sick" to make appearances, and he may really 
have been sick, even incapacitated, as was later ,éported. 
This aay Help to ekplain “Mav's Spparent” unconcern about. 
what Din might be doing, in the way of carrying out 4 
coup or making preparations for one, in Hao's absence. 
The Party's story, however, ig that—-bine was-well. enough 

at least.to_aktempltoackivate an, assassination plan and 
to make contingent preparations to flee. —_ 

AS previously suggested, Mao by the end of June 
may have taken Further steps to place the Peking Garxison 
and the Peking AR under the rommand of officers loyal to 
nimeelf and had talked with at least some of the leaders 
of the Nanking MR, may have talked with other regional 
jeaders in July ox aaxly August, and may have stapped at 
the Wuhan MR headquarters in Central China on hig way 
south in Augquet, although suoh talks cannet be documented. 
In any cage, Party briefings -- 6a widely disseminated 
thak refugees and traveliers have supplied details of 
them to the non-Communist press -- plate Mao at some 
point in the South China area in or about mid-August {when 
Hag and the xeqional leaders concerned were alike out of 
sight). In speaking here with the militeary-political 
lasders oF South China, leaders wha were in most cases 
longtime protages of Lin Piao and Huang Yung-sheng, Mac 
made clear to them that he thought of Lin and his closest 
proteqes (Huang, Wu, Le, Chiu, and Lin's wide were all 
specified) as having been conspirators against him since 





‘This editorial eatted for the Party's “absolute” lead- 
ership of the Pla aad for the Phats direct teegpanat ht bity” 
to tha “Leading organs of the Party” -- pretty alearty 
meaning something mare than the Lin-dowind ted MAC. 
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1970, at ieast since the August-September plenum. How~ 
eyer, Mao apparently did not tell those with whom he 
talked that the conspiracy included a plan for his as~ 
gassination if necessary, and mast of the Party briefings 
suggest that Mac did not have evidence of this until 
September. 


in: any case, Mao made it further clear, in these 
mid-August taike in South China, that he intended to purge 
Lin and some or all of the others, ami he asked the 
regional leaders to feclare themselves... They of course fue sie 


replied that their £irat loyalty. 





fz first. “joyaity.Wwas to_Nao and that EnGT eat ate 


a 


would support. Mac | ny, action bechose.to take, againsti at" 
the Central” “hiTitary leaders. Mag is said tao have been |” 


pleased with these professions of Fidelity (although he 
probably did not take all of them at face value) and to | 
have given these regional leaders ‘imestructians “ \ 
-—- presumably, to be silent, to accept without question \ 
whatever action Nao might take in Peking, ta keep tight | 
comtral of their ETOOpS « and to keep qood oxder in their 4 
Own areas. * 





Sio eri ie: adoountsof.tivte _—faee, purporeedly ara5n 
fram Party docwrants, give « radieally different picture 
afithis perted.- They agserc that Lin tn @ugust was “SHbg acted 
te_n series of, severe. eriticusi land, be lye hi einion sessTons., 
during which he killed himself or _dted_ from other qausea 
These accounts..were @ttractive, at the tise, being thherentiy 
exater ta heltewe than the moré Lurid anenarios, and fal low 
ing 2 pattern well known to observers of Chad nmerr Had auer 
the years, Thay must be “Fej ected, “however, opeause~ the 
mona lurtd gpery -- featuring, bins fitghtin_Septeaber ~~ 
bethon fit the feu. hard facts, 

A feu ghbaerusrs have suggested yet anegher scenario, 
tn which Mao was campetled ky some wombinatton of military 
ffootnste gontinuad on page 43) 
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Intelligence about these talks -~- from a participant 
ia them ox from some junior pexson who had read or heard 
somathing about them ~~ apparently reached Lin in Peking 
in the first week of September. Mao was still out of 
Peking —~ either in Shanghai for talks with leaders there, 
ae at some transitional point (e.g. Fuochow, Hangchow}. 
Lin got the message loud and clear -- that Mao was speak~ 
ing of him ag a conspiratexs and scoundrel, and that he 
intended to purge Lin and hie closest proteges in the near 
eaten] ' er aR Se a 













The Aborted “Assassination” and "Coup": The Party's 
official story asserts that Lin's group -~ in this brief 
remaining pariod of Lin's freedom -~ attampted.in early 
Saptember tio activate a plan to assassinate Mao, as aASEaa~ 
sination which was to be follewed by a “coup” ox military 











-Tfoebuote cantinued fram page 47) 
| teadars «~- with Chay En-lat «= te purge fin Piao, against 
| iene: aun utshes, and that Mag uae allawed to purga Huang 


het 
: ed 4 aon * P we ¥ 
nh { Fung~sheng, wher Ae did wish toe purge, as a ‘trade-off. ” 


there saema little doubt that seme military leaders did 
not Like tin and were glad to sea him fall. However, 
apart from the fact that this seeneria of a pur 

ii onatiag ia not supported, Se te 









eu tea eerie =e agen ye is — 
lene as eee ee a crediile combination of fore 
J\ieauld prevail againe? both Mao's forges and Lin‘ 


yl 
ue Jjas tads seenarte tould raqutre. 
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forees, 








takeover.* However, the briefings vary considerably on 
the matter of the assassination plans: the means to be 
anployed, the parties involved, the places, the dates, 

the number of times that the plotters attempted to activate 
their plans tone, three or Five), and the means by which 
these plans were frustrated (by a repentant conspirator , 
or the hired agsaszin himself, or Lin's daughter, or what- 
ever). The most common version is that Lin and his 
proteges did commission at lezat one attemet: on Mao im 
Shanghai or seme other point in East China in early 
September, and were frustrated by some ¢combination..of 

poor planning, faulty executigay and bad luck.** Almost 








Oi imcel? tad spoken at great Length (when hawt? - 

eat J of the danger of a "soup," perkaps THvaTo-” 
ing asenegina tiank. “Possible atanpt Ba” fateh" Fusehth 
in Marah 2970 bas been noted. Sater in Is?70, Chen Po~ ta 
was charged pith plotting the aseanginattan of Madame Hao. 
Li Pien-yu, whose deata after illness was announced in 
September 1970, may heave Deen assageinatad, Ina December 
TOPO, the sudden death of Tan Fu-jfan, bhe top-ranking Party 
ivader tn Funnan, was reported to be an aasasetnotton 
fukdeh the teeal press appeared te confirm). 


= 















4*4Acgerding to seme ad¢eoents of the “S?1L" decument, Wire 
plang included a plan, short af flight, te handle an abor~ 
tive ageaseination attempt that wat digeovered, Yates vas 
to fix the blame on some of the ciuditan Party teaders. 
Gther accounts, kewever, state that Ein'a group regarded 
such eivilien Party leaders as loyal te Mao and that the 
group plannad te kill them ag wqll as Mao. 
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wo Sea pore ; 


all accounts agrea thatthe etbempt was.aborted ~~ that 
is, no bullet was_fired, ng bomb set off. Lin's ‘qrodp 
ginply tried to arrange for this ‘bo beedone, and were 
anable te qet it carried through. 


The alleged attempt to activate the plan is. con- 
sistent "With Other partsof the story. That is, the 

“STL” document. smputes to Lin's grup tne judgment that 

if had to, move, againgt_Mac, ready ox HOLT at whatever 

EXMe TE was clear that he meant ta move againe: them, 

and the alleged attempt is placed in the period immediately 
following Lin's apparent discevery that lao was indeed 
preparing te .move, Moreover, the alleged attempt im 
mediately preceded Man's reported change of plans as be 

the date ami xoate of Als return to Peking, and his return 
to Peking clearly precipitated the flight of the Trident 

en the night of 12-14 September -- a flight which in 

itself might be regarded as gocd evidence that the pas~ 
senqers were fleeing the consequence of some action for 
planned action) which ded them to expect not simply their 
purge bat their execution. 





There are three difficulties in accepting the Party's 


‘ story ofan attempt to, carey out an, assassination plan. 
‘ one is that the Party has seemed to tell tao Tany dLfger— 


ent stories about it, Asif _trving_and—distiitding various 
wetsions until Te"found one that, was credible. “P6r another, 
oné would ‘suppose thatthe commissionérs of an agssassination 
would attempt to conceal their identification with it, 
‘whereas all versions af the alleged attempt trace it easily 
to Lin's group, even to documents written by Lin's group. 
For another, it is hard te understand why a Chairman Mao 
who had discovered, prior to 12 September -~ ag most 
peeeceaky of Party briefings have it ~~ that Lin and others 
had already attempted ta have him killed, would have al~ 
- lowed Lin to remain #rea and his Trident to remain avail— 
able to him, and would not have ordered the seLleure of 
ai a 
¥ 
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others in Peking, It would seem that nothing more than 
a telephone call would have been needed to immobilize 
both Lin and the plane at Peitaiha,| —* 











; : And Lin's 
proteges in Peking were not immediately arregted, More« 
aver, tha Flight itself apparently came as a shack to Ma ,t 
as it shawld not have been 1f those with access ta the 

plane were failed assagsins. 









Hone of these dLfeis igs sees insurmountabl es 
Thece may bea etrgte cificial version, garbled by its 

many voices and audiences, The commissioners of the assas- 
sination may "indeed have tried to conceal their connection 
with the plan, but were betrayed by a single one of their 
group or its agents (a6 several accatints sey). Mao may 
Jhave felt that Lin was impotent in Peitaiho i at 







ang may have felt that Lin's profegas in Peking were al 
ready neutralized by his own men. 


As previously suggested, the existence of an as« 
sassination plan -- @ plan to kill Mao if necessary ~~ 
a8 entirely credible, Hut the question of whether the 
conspirators triad to activate their plan while Mag was 
in Shanghai in early September has to remain open. 





47t ts concetuable that Hao deliberataly permitted Lin 
to flee, in onder ta make the overall ease agatnst him 
wore epedtiie. Phis is tery daubtful, Aowever, Im ute 
of fin's potential value to the USSR, vf oaly aa o acurce 
of information on Chinese affaiba (ef.*the Party's charge 
that bin an kia flight was beabing Ching’s national 
dafenge plans and eather sengitive materials). 





ae pe 





Additional information on Lin's plans may have 
come to Mao from a variety of suvurees: From the reqional 
leaders with whom Mao had heen talking, in particular 
from Chang Chun-chiao and Yao Wen—yuan in Shanghai (both 
Politbure members who shuttled between Peking and Shanghai}, 
from Chou En-lai or Yeh Chien-ying or Madama Mao in Peking, 
ay even from’ Lin's daughter {as some accounts assert, al- 
though ft is hard to believe that Lin would have taken 
his daughter, who could play no useful role, into his 
confidence; and moat versiong assert mora credibly that 
Lin's daughter infotmed other Party leaders only of Lin's 
plans to flee). “i 






In this connection, some Party. briefings on the 
"S7L" document cuggast that this document fail inte “the 
hands” “Of _loyalist—leaders in Peking inthesecond—week of 
Sep tember. The decument as reported denounces” Mad as 
a Fool and a tyrant, Criticizes a range of his domestic 
and Foreign policies, envisages the mobilization of anti- 
Hao military leaders and the destruction of loyalists, 
calls for Maa's assaseination, atei sets ug fallback plans 
to withdraw ta some area of China to establish a rival 
government or to flea bo the USSR toa try to arrange a 
Soviet invasion of China, While there was mo apparent 
need for such =e document by the central group o£ con- 
spirators and it would have been extremely dangerous 
to.prepare 3 Such a documant for _circofation. at lower leveis 

ig 7 and planning 6 pirposes fas alleg dy, the 

posaibiliey “has” to be Tecagnl Zed “thet” sda “suck” document, 
or notes later composed inte a document -~ did fall inte 
the hands of Chow En-lai and others at some time prior 
to li Septembez. Unfortunately, it is not clear whether 
the loyalists gon held af this document just befere or 
jest alter Mao’s return ta Peking. If before, this decu- 
meni way have figured prominently in the reported con- 
versation between Mao and Chow, on or about 11 September, 
which caused Man to change his plans and teturn to Baking 
early by an unscheduled route, THe decurtent, whether 
genuine ar not, did not crystallize Mae's intention to 
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purge Lin, as this intention had already been made’ clear 
in mid-Augusty but it may explain Mao's movements in the 
period just prior toa his return ta Peking. 


In any case, hy the avening of 11 September, at 
the latest, Mao was prepared to return to Paking to take 
immediake action against Lin and others in Party couneiis, 
Ironically, on this seme day (11 September), People's 
DarTy Was prowinen iv advertising the forthcoming pub- 
Tication of “S0_histerie photographs” of Mao snd Lin 
-~ mostly of Mao, bht several of Lin -~ ag if Lin were 
SstLLICin the nighesttavers Wile TE GS possible that 
ong of Lin's stpporters in Peking was rasponsible for 
this initdative, the supervisor if net dixector of prepa~ 
ganda was Mao's man Yao Wen-yuan, and it seems wore likely 
that this advertisement was a part of ERE auception ~~~ 
campaign which was soon to hecome systenatic. 






























Maa's Return te Peking: Accounts agree that Maw 
returned to Peking; pra y by car or train, on la September , 
at least a day earlier than originally planned. Naa is 
said to have arrived in Peking at about 1600, A Party 
meeting ~- perhaps largely of military leaders ~~ was 
convened that same evening, either by Mao or by Chou En- 
lai acting in Hao's name. There is independent confirma~ 
tion, by foreign observers in Peking, of such a méeting. 
at-that time. 





fae's hand was forced, toe a degeee, by the forth. 
coming meert the NEEL Peopie ts tangress, stheduled 
to open on 20 September, —Hevhad decided“~ on whatever | 
ground= -~ "to purge Lin and his proteges, so he could 
not allow the NPC a reconfirm Lin as his successor oF 
ao fill either of the hey government posts <~ Chairman of 
thea NEC or Brémier -- with one of Lin's men, But Mao 
had a week to take care of this, and the 12 September 
meeting held immediately on his’ returre has to be explained 
on other grounds. , ; 
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The urgency of the Parby meeting of 1% September 
can be explained either in terms of Mao's belie£ that he 
had narrowly escaped assacgination or of his belief that 
Lin #as planning a coup against him (prebably entailing 
assassination). Lt may also have reflected intelligence 
received on 12 September that Lin was planning to flee. 
{Accounts differ as to what time on 12 September Han 
received this latter information -- possibly during the 
day, but possibly not until Lin was ready to leave.) In 
connuchion with this Party meeting, it seems virtually 
certain that Maco orfered into actien, ta protect himself 
and other Party leaders, that unit of the Feking Garrison 
eharged with’ the physical protectian of Cantral Committee 
members, and that he cut Lin's military proteges in Peking 
off from command of theiy forces, taking direct cannand 
as Chairman of the MAC and sending his orders through 
Chou En-lai and Yeh Chien-ying. Lin wag still at Peitaina, 
and there is # credible report that he was deliberately 
excluded from this Party meehing. 


Mao's intention to purge Lin and others, together 
with his reasena fox daing so, was almost certainly made 
tlear '-~ whether by himself or by Chow -- at this meeting. 
His intention to proleng the meeting in order to deter 
mine the extant of Lin's suppert was probably mada clear 
aio. 

Lin's Plight aml Death: Most accounts suag@et that 
Lin, wha had known since early September that Mao regarded 
Lin as plotting against him and that Mao planned to purge 
him, had rade his own plans to flee if necessary. In most 
accounts {including those of the “S71" document) which 
include allegations cf attempts: ta arrange Mao's assassina- 
tion, Lin's plans were contingent on the fortunes of his 
plans to kill Mao. ‘These accounts suggest that Lin, know- 
ing sometime before 12 September that his, "coup" had already 
failed and knewing that his impligation [n recent moves 
against Mao was known to Mao of fearing that it would 
become knawnh, activated his escape plan, fixing his £light 
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for O700 on 13 September -—- pricr to the time at which 
Maa was originally scheduled ta return. Several accounts 
agree that Mao's return to Peking earlier than expected 
wm #hether as the survivor af an assassination plan o¢ 

as the Party's leader intending to purge Lin for eather 
geasons ~- caused Bin to hastily revise his plan, updating 
the flight far the night of 12-13 September. Such a 
revision may have been speeded as well by infermation 
reaching Litt about the Party meeting and related events 
on i2 September.* I does seem that the flight of the 
Yeident on tha aight of 13-13 September was hastily 
arganized and poorly prepared. 


Some Briefings assert that Lin's pretbeges were 
included an his original plans fer Flight. They were 
evidently not included in his reviged plans, as he could 
not have got into and out af Peking, and he made no 
effert te do oo. Qne wonld assume that Lin's protegqes 
in Peking were in affect under arrest frem the time that 
the Party meeting began on 12 September. However, some 
aceminks state that Huang and other Lin preteges tried — 
to leave Peking on the morning of 13 September, several 
hours after Lin's flight fram Peitaihe and the imposition 
af an aiz standdown, and were apprehended at that time. 


Lt cannot be proved that Lin Fiaa and his wife 
and san were among the nine persons killed in the Trident 
which crashed and burned at abeut 0300 on 13 September 
neac Khental in Guter Mengolia, close to the Soviet border 
and on a ding with the big air complex at Irkutsk (the 
apparent destination). Soviet and Mongolian sources have 


“Atmos? aff accounts agree that Lin's protegas in Peking 
were in agitendanca at the Party meeting, One af tham 
might have been able to reach him by telephone at Pettatiho. 
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put out various stories, ranging from an early denial 
that any identifications were possible te a later asser~ 
nion that further analysis had identified Lin and his wife 


with a high degree of probability, But the evidence 
Lalas — Hast 





fig persuagive. 





The Disposition of Lin's Proteqas | 





tion ta the previously-cated reports that Lin's principal 
prateges tried and failed to flea Peking in obher aire 
craft on 13 September, there are reports that one helicopter 
containing lesser supporters of Lin and full of secret 
documents did manage to get off the ground at Peking on 
13 September but was forced down, ‘There are several credi- 
exveports-that the most impartant of these proteges ~ 
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“ai7 bin and Ais wife and son did aet die in that erash 
{but were ineterd returned te Peking by train or car, 
after other wtiteavy Leaders had fled tm the Trident, 
the presumption must be thet they vere erecuted in the 
following waek In offietal decuments dated from 78 
September, Peking instigated that all three were dead -~ an 
ingistence which must have refleoted a eartatnty that 
they vould agger ture wp altva. Sutetde by all three 
bing seams unidkely, and ebutousty thay did nat all die 
of natural causes at the sane tine 


* 
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~- Huang Yunge-sheang, Wu Fachsien, and Li Tso~peng <= were 
officially arrested on that date, and that these arrests, 
wane made by the Peking Garrison commander, Wu Chung, ~ 
as would ba axpected. “ 





The Party méeting which had been convened on 12 
September continued intensively. Wo Party leaders, 
whether military or civilian, made any appearance at all 
in the period 13-15 September. And the meating remained 
in session until the fate of Lin's principal proteges 
had been decided. Where is no evidence that the regional 
military leaders ag a group attended this meeting; ard 
indeed there ia evidence -- the absence of flights -- 
that most of them did not attend, althowgh some of the 
principal leaders of the Peking and Nanking MRs were al- 
ready in Peking. 


Mao apparently adhered to the Chen Po-ta format in 
dealing with Huang, Wa, and Li «= and with a fourth Lin 


protege, Chiu Hui~tso, who remained free until 24 September. 


Yhet is, Maa allowad a mountain of charges to accumulate 
against them, building the case deliberately. 


After the first four days of thia meeting, Party 
leaders began to come back into view. By 18 September, 
the Party had constructed its initial account of Lin's | 
aage -~ featuring Lin's flight, after three unsuccessful 
athempts ta activate an assassination plan -- in Cantral 
Committee Circular No..57, On 14 Septenher, the. .eqime~ 
Postpoanedwthe-NBC {scheduled ta open the next day), and 
at the same time cancelled the plans (12 ever genuine) 
fox a traditional National Day s@lebration., By 20 
September, Chou En~lai, Madama Mao and others were giving 
banquets again, and the Madame -- who had seemed to have 
an adversary relationship with most if not all of the 
purged military leaders -- was epserved to he in unuse- 
ally high spirits. The four atove-named peoteges of Lin 
were all officially charged an remaved from thelr posts 








-- secording toe many reports <- on #4 or 25 September, 

° dates consistant: with the citations af Huang at the 
reqional level as a person still nominally in authority 
ug late 4s 22-24 September, with Chiu's last public ap- 
pearance on 24 September, and with Party briefings te 
the effeet that the conspiraters had been rolled up by 
25 September, Although the Party insists that these 
four — Huang, Wa, Li, Chiu -~ ware implicated in Lin's 
plan to kill Wao (as well as the overall planning for a 

: Feoup'), there have heen no reports of thelr execution, * 


Yeh Chien~ying, the sanior active vice~chairman 
of the MAC, was reportedly named _on 25 September to direct 
the MWC (still undex Mao's Ghatfmanship) and “to ect as 
Minister of National Defense, replacing Lin Piao in both 
roles. he ervisis was over. 


The Roles of Others: As previously noted, some 
obgervers believe that Mao _did not take the initiative 
in-the Gertruction of Lin and the purge of Lin's proteges 

“Lit September, and_that—thic—course was_loreed Upon Mao 


i by other teaders. But all accounts ¢¢ the crisis from 
i ol of” ‘communist: sources give Mao the central rele, “ffon eye start. 
“soa in purging the military leaders, and it is believed that 
ae thie billing can be accepted. 
A Fae “ ; % 
1 ee ’ . 
ca eae However, these sate official accounts do give 


na ate j : 4 + ed Sag. ‘aps 
1M och he leredit td other leadexs in assisting Mao in the exisis. 
Lat i", 9, The best of them give credit in particular to Chau En- lai 


fi ts ae ef rch j ' 

7 a L nf? 

Vine? 

ae ae “iF they ave net svantually saecuted, after the Party 
Le has wrung the fast drop of information from them, tt 


would gaem that the Party dees not fully helieve tis own 
etary -- in ather words, dogs not belicue, that they were 
anong theda plansing to KiLL Mag.,ft seams moat improbabte 
that even Mao would think to "rehabilitate" an assaasin. 
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and Yeh Chien-ying -~ a version ef events which tends 

to be confirmed by Chou's disiedgement of Lin as the 
secdnd-ranking Party leader and by Yeh's rise to fourth 
place (behind Madame Mag, and replacing Huang) in the 
hierarchy publicized after the purge. Chou's great 
prestige and populerity and his and Yeh's good relations 
with most of China's military leaders must have proved 
vary uséful to Mao throughout the course of the Party 
tating of 12-25 September and in preventing any impartant 
challenge to the purge From developing either in Peking 
er outside it. Other reports give credit also to Madame 
Maa, Chang Chun-chiao, Yao Wen-yuan, Wang Tung<hsing, 
and sonic lesser figures. 


There is the additional question of whether any 

of those leaders -- or others -~ contributed to the 
purge of the military leaders by feeding Hao false or 
slanted information on their activities before Mao set 

out on his summer tour or ducing the tour «-- especially 

in Shanghai, his last stap bafore returning to carry out | 
the purge. For example, the question might.be putas to 
whether obher.Party_Leaders fabricated the "S71" document, | 
and/or the story of the attempts ‘by Lin's group to ~~ 
activate an #Suassination plan It“ SWanghaiy—and-induced 

a gullible Chairman Mag €6 aécept such misinrermation— 

£ US Wee hard to helieve that some “Party leaders lose ‘ 
to. Mao -~ @.g, Hadame Mao, in effect a rival for Mao's 
affections -- would have done what they could ta entourage 





Mao's suspicions of Lin. The record alsa indicates that 1 
Chay Enlai, the most influantjal of Mao's Lieutenants 


SliteLGie—“wE Th Conglict with Lin in some respects since ; 
lage ANd In particular with regerd te toreign policy. 
Similar Casis could be wads for cther Party leaders. The 
record suggests, howaver, that Mao did not need any heip 

in changing his mand about Lin: that Lin compromised 
himself hefore 1970 on at least the matter of the PLA's 
iand his own) tesponsiveness aid probably on other matters. 
that he damaged himself seriously in 1970 by challenging 
itag on the isaue of the chairmanship of the regime, and 
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that he was marked for purging even prior to his opposi- 
tion to the Hao~thou foreign poliey and various other 
misconduct, whether or not one accepts the Party's stery 
about Lin's plans for a "“eoup". - 


NO 
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¥. The Post~Lin Line and Leadership 





The handling of the intensely embarxassing case of 
Lin Piao and his proteges, for both domestic and foreign 
audiences, has been a hard problem for Party Leaders. 
The Party at first attempted to conceal the fall af Lin's 
qroup. Party briefings on the case did not begin untid 
Getoher, Public cammantaries on the case have been in 
terms of “ewindlers like tiu Shac-chi," emphasizing con- 
spiracy and illicittorganizational activity, but more 
recently blaming Lin's group for specific policies. The 
Party has recently been circulating the “S71" document 
attributed td’ Lin's group, which criticizes Mao for grava 
defects in character and errors in policy, and the media 
are quoting some of these positions. In this exercise, 
the populace is supposed to “learn from negative examples," 
but this may prove counter-productive. ; 


The PLA is being returned toa a mote nearly tradi- 
tienal cole, and is being told that an obedient and hutble 
PLA need not fear a large-scale purge. A_faixly substantial 


purge of the PLA has already been carried out, but this” 


far on a smaller scale than wight fave bean expected. 

Mao Sees ta Penain thé dominant figure, but’ is heavily 
dependent—-on-Chou-En-laL, Wiuwe StLtis and authority have 
bean qreatiy enhanced. Mao and Chou are operating with 

2 celatively smail central team, composed largely of their 
ow prolages . 


The Public Line: Lin Plac was a “deputy leader" 


in People's Daily as late ag 16 September -~ three days 
after his death ~- and appeared in a provineial broadeast 
on @ Getoboxr. Reither Lin nor any member of his group 
hag been mentioned by the media since. Chinese officials 


under questioning by foreigners for tonths denied that 


Lin was dead (merely "politically eliminated"), and there 
has bean only 4 very selectivermedia discussion of his 
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erimes (e.g. no mention that he is charged inter Bila with 
planning the assassination of Chairman Mao, although 
Chinese officials hava now privately admitted this). Just 
as in the case of Liu Shao-chi, whe for @ prolonged period 
after his fall was not denounced by name, Lin's group fs 
discussed in terms of."swindlers Like Liu Shac-chi.“ 


he commentaries have of course emphasized the 
principle of Party leadership, as opposed bo plotting, 
double-dealing, splitting, and so on. The faverite quota~ 
tion is Mao's "Practice Marxism, and nok revisionisn; 
unite, and don't split; be open and above-board, and 
doen't intrigqua and conspire." Many commentaries have 
denounce] those who "put sectarianism into action organi-~ 
gationally,.., establish their awn mountain strongholds, 
... form their aun groups of diahaxd followers," and sa 
OMe 


Recently, the media have been attributing ta Lin's 
group -- by strong implication -~ a range of repudiated 
political, economic and military policies. These policies 
heave been hoth to the Left and to the Right of Mag the 
moving Center, and in general it is not possible on presant 
evidence ta identify Lin's group -~ as distinct from Mao 
and other leaders -~ with thant. 


While Peking has been insisting on the principle 
of “the Party's “absolute deadership" and upon the need 
for 4 center and for obedience to that center finter alia 
denouncing the purged military leaders for theix alleged 
principle of “many centers"}, there has continued ta be 
public and private talk about “collective leadership” with- 
in Party organs at all levals. This is applicable to all 
Party cadres, but seems alinied in particular at military 
administraters, high-handed ("arrogant") in the past. 


AS early as last Gctober, Chou En-lal was report~ 
ediy asserting privately that the Party center was already 
under “collective leadership,” and he is said to have been 
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telling provincial leaders more recently that they must 
embrace this principle, There hag of colirse been na serious 
affort to persuade Party cadres that Chairman tiao is 
simply one gember of a "tollectiva*, and Chau himsel?t 
ig said to make clear thet the "collective”™ everywhere 
remaing vtider Mac's leadership. lao remains above the 
Party, “collectiva® leadership begins below his level. 
But where the Party begins, “collective” leadership is 
supposed to beqin, and many articles and broadcasts have 
spelled aut its operation at jower Levels. 
i 

Within Party committees, the importance of the 
first secretary is to be reduced. (This is to ba true of 
PLA Party committees as well,} The importance of civilian 
cadres vis-a-vis tha military is ta be enhanced, just as 
local Party Gammittess are ta have more authority vis-a-vis 
military Party committees. The majority's will is to be 
regpected. And sa oan, 


Ali this is to be “voluntary.” The first secretary 
is Woluntarily to redume his authority. TE he is a 
military man, he is voluntarily to give larger roles to 
the civilians. And while hé@ must if nesessary promote « 
“enrrect minority views" (those in-aceerd with national 
ea etes) he must not force them an the other Committec 
members.* The thought appedrs to ba: everyone will 
“vyolunterily" conply with the Party center's orders, be- 
cause he Knows that he will be purged if he does not. 


gS: ela EAGee ware een in Bion iicaaa 





“ta Nag No guidance as ta how te prowead if the itn- 
correct majority refuses te accept the ."cerract” post 
ftan, He ts trapped betueen tie tue tmperatives af 
ébedienoe te the center and audmtgaton te majant ty weld. 
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ather missing military leaders were urqently engaged in 
"war preparations” against the Soviet threat, Official 
briefings apparently began at the provineial level in 
eanly feteber. In some of them, Peking apologized far. 
having miginformad ita own cadres in earlier briefings, 
in effeer admitting thak it had not kne@wn Mow to handle 
the cese,* 


As noted previously, the Party had prepared by 18 
September a Central Committes circular giving an official 
Version of Edna's cake, featuring an assassination plan 
ami Lin's flight. “This wae the central document of a 
set of documents -~ others of which related ta collusien 
between Lin and Chen Po-ta at the August-September 1970 
plenum, the “eounter-revolutionary" activities of Lin's 
gat.at various points in China, and the disposition of 
Lin's protegeg =<~ which were used for briefings at ail 
levels through 1971, The best af the material from these 
triefings has heen presented in earlier sections, 


Heginning in January i972, the Party has heen 
circulating a secend set of comments, centering on the 
"S71" Sacumant previously clted. As noted, briefings 
on the "571" document credibly bankdate the plotting of 
Lin's group to January 1971, and provide 4 credible date 
{early September) fox incriminating evidence to heve come 
inge Uaa's hands. However, the donument itself, while 
probably based on notes of some kind by members of Lin's 





 “tereughout Getaber, Chinasa seurces in a posttien te 
know -- matuly MPA effietais and diplemats, with a gaed 
pasord of eradibiltty an auch matéerg -- etther asserted 
that Lin wag tii or (less often) that tin was well but 
busy with watianal affairs. Chinese offietals == ineluding 
Chow En-lag.-- systematically misinformed a series of 

. dtetinguished fereign udedtors. 
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group {generally reported ta be Lin's son and other middle- 
level Airy Poree officers, acting with Lin's encouragement) 
has almost. cartaialy heen eshellished by the Party. 


The document is of special interest for saveral 
réasang: (a) it ties Lin tightly to Chen FPo-ta, sug- 
gesting that the Party intends to present Lin sooner ox 
later ag an Ultraleftist, but {b) it portrays Lin as 
identifying and trying to exploit popular grievances , 
issues on which Mao is geruinely vulnerable, and {(c} | 
Lt is being circulated and discussed by the Party itself, | 
GH Mac's order, not’ (as it might appear) by a pro=Lin | 
and anti-Hac underground. 


The document =~ several fragmentary accounts of 
Which are at hand -- criticizes Mao in general terms 
as befuddled and incompetent, and at the same time a 
“Be$2" (the code used for Mao throughout, apparently 
meaning an indisoariminate destroyer), aman who had 
extinguished “real democzacy," and a tyrant who would 
rank with the most infamous tyrants of Chinese history.* 
Mago is said to have carried out a pelicy of “divide and 
rule,” using one group against another, and to have bean 
treacherous and cruel toward all of his lieutenants. He 





| 28 further said to have disaffected Party cadres, inter 


alia by sending them to the 'May 7' schsels ("collective 
prisons"), to have behaved shamefully toward mass orqani-~ 
satians te.g. the Hed Guards), sending them into combat and 
then making them scapageats for his own mistaken policies, 
and [most importantly for the alleged writers of the docu- 
ment} to have “suppressed the PLA itself after the August- 
september 19? Party plenum. Wea d@¢ further criticized 
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‘Une porttieular tyrant uces named, with whom Had hed 
basn compared by earlier erities': the Emperor Chin Shih- 
huang, (e. @00 8.¢.J, who, tike Waa, had wuraught great ‘ 
changes at enermous human cost, 
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for having damaged the economy with his various campaigns, 

for deliberately keeping the Chinese poor, for his “down 

te the countryside" movement (“collective exile"), far 

freezing wages, and sa on. With respeat to foreign palicy, 

the document as reported criticizes Maa from both Left and | 
vight pesitions: on one hand, he is charged with having 

been tog timid, failing to give sufficient support tea 
athar Communist states (e.g, North Vietnam} and revolu- 
tionary movements, and on the other hand with being too 
bold, having placed China in an adversary rolationship 
with both the USSR dnd the U.S. and having isolated the 
regime internationally. 


In cantrast to Uao's policies, the document report- 
edly states, Lin's group was to establish a "true sociade 
ist" state, under the slogan of a “democratic, rich, free 
and peacetil Life," and was inter alia to release and 
rehabilitate those purged by Han on false charges, in 
fereign policy, it was the group's intention to carry out 
the "five principles of peaceful coexistence" [in some 
uristated but other way than Mao's), and specifically was 
to enter into talks with beth the USSR and the U.S. with 
a view to improving relations. 


Saveral of the charges against Mag are easentially 
valid, and reports on these briefings from refugee sources 
have noted that many members of the audience agreed pri- 
vabely with some or all of them, ad's directives have 
indead often been unclear or contradictory, he did indeed 
destroy what democracy existed in China before he came ta 
power, and he hag indeed followed «a polioay af “divide and 
rule," purging individuals and groups when they seemed 
to threaten his awn position or when he needed scapegoats 
for his own mistaken policies. (Witness the successive 
fortdnes of the Party-machine leaders around Liu Shao-chi, 
the firet group of military leaders ta be purged in 1986-67, 
most of the central CRG leaders around Chén Po-ta, and 
~«« vet ta comé when the alleqad ddcument‘was allegedly 
weitten «~ the MAC leaders arcund Lin himself.) Mao did 
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indeed undexmine the status and confidence of Party cadres 
for years to come, he did indeed incite the Red Guards 

and then turn of them, and he did indeed take stems to 
reduce the prestige and authority of the PLA after the 
1970 plenum. His policy haz indeed been to keep the Chinese 
people poor and virtuaus, exploiting them to the utmost 

to hiild the state, And his “revolutionary” diplomacy 
during the Cultural Revolution did indeed isolate and 
damage-Feking. These are all charges that have been nade 
against Mao before, charges which Chinese leaders and 
intellectuals hava been purged for, making, and which 
inpertant elements “ef Chinese society probably -- as 
reported -—~ continue to believe. 


tf'he effect of the Party's circulation of this 
document «- excerpts from which are appearing in the 
public media -- {5 to associate Lin with a nimbar of 
pooularorievances, as Party leaders are surely aware, 
The circulation of the decument thus night be interpreted 
a2 an initiative by other leaders =~ s40. Chou En-lei =« 
to discredit Mao. While there are probably StiTi~ sonia 
Serivelusders of the Ccp whe are happy to see this case 
made against Mac (and Chow is conceivably among them), | 
the evidence is good that Mao himself took tha initiative 
in sixculating the dooument, on the ratiorale of "learn 
ing from negative examples." 
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this is 4 oractice-peepiiemtowMac, among Communist 
jeaders. He did it in 1986-57, in the "bundred Plowers™ 
vantuce, when Chinese intellectuals eritioized His-"per- 
sonality cult” and his persecution of them. He did it 
again inwiSSo, circulating criticiams of his “leap forward" 
venture made by the purged Defense Minister Peng Te-~huai. 
ile did it again in 1963, when Khrushchev's attacks on his 
policies wore published tn Feople's Daily and Red Fiag. 

it is a form of ad hominem argument: the men making the 
ecritieiens are avil men, therefore thescriticisms are 
invalid, and are diseredited with the evil men. In the 
present case, criticism of Mac is attributed to the worst 
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of all Chinese “traitors,” the only one of them charged 
to this time with having led a group of Party leaders 
whieh planned to kill the demigod Cnaixzman Mac.* At the 
same time, Party briefings are reportedly blaming Lin - 
for many o£ the grievances noted in the document, which 
cart only be done Lf Lin himself «- as distinct fram the 
“policies ha pretended ts fayvar -- is presentad as an 
tltraleftist, 


Party wedia haiwee recently denounced positiens at- 
teibuted ta Lin's groug in the "S71L" document. One recent 
aeons for example, denounces thase whe will not 
persist in "Glass struggle," whe have “saliciously siandered 
the dictatorship of the proletariat eas ‘dictatorship’ 
and ‘tyranny, '" who want to “Liberata all reactionaries," 
whe envigage a “fascist dictatership," whe are “peddling 
so-calied ‘genuine secialism,'* who want to "surrender to 
gacial~imperialism" (the USSR), whe arque that *'when the 
people are rich, the country will be strong,’ and so on. 


There is_aquestion as to whether all this will 
truly, strengthen Mao's position, The case against, st him, 
in? ‘the "S71", is a good one. While no Mainland Chinese 
‘in his xight mind* could- he-ekpected ta say publiely that 
hig agrecs with the case, private aqreemenk saema Likely 
:ha be reinforced by the consideration that Mag’s own 
loh@sen successor took this view of him. Certain discredited 
igaders like Liu Shateehi, and other active leaders such 
as Chou En-lai, would seem bound to look better by com~ 


parison, 


The charges against Chen Po-ta fall short of thia: 
that Chen supported the “s/28" Greup, whieh davalaped 
ete owe plans to kill Mee, , * 
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wae Since September: he PLA has been told 
repeatedly that Tt is to be subordinated to the civilian 
Party leadership, that opposition te Party policies 
{including foreign policy) will nat be tolerated, that 
Party policies must be faithfully implemented, thet the 
FLA must learn humility, and that the authority of mili- 
tary administraters vis-a-vis civilian Party cadres is in 
general to be reduced ~~ in other words, that the PLA 

is to be returned to a wore nearly traditional role. Tt 
saems likely that the chastened PLA -- that is, the great 
majority of PLA ledders and officers -- will accept this, 
becange the PLA has been teld tom that an obedient and 
hunbia PLA need not fear another large-scale purge, on 
the arder of 1466-67. 






Actually, a faixly substantial purge of the PLA 
has already bean carried cut, particularly if these wha 
dropped out of sight in er just after the early months of 
1971 are ireduded. towever, some of those purged have pre- 
‘Sumably been charged with "arrogance and complacency" and 
other offenses, not direstly related to the purge of Lin's 
qroup. Moreover, the purqe since the time of the purge — 
of Lin's group in September has apparently been on a scale 
stallex than might have been expected -- somewhere between 
the small number implied by the Party and the large number 
that would have fallen if all of the proteges and Lin 
and these purged with him had been included. 


Party documents and briefings which appear to be 
authentic have identified, in addition ba. Lin Piao and 
the five other Politbure members at the centerof the 
"“cauntar-cevolutionary cligie;* some 11 central military 
Jeaders as co-conspirators :- some of them dead, the test 
imprisoned. More than 30 important.central.military_ 
fisures =~ ineliding ad péputy C/S of the PLA, the reported 
Director of Operations of the General Staff, some deputy 
directors of General Departments, some“ Deputy Ceanmandercs 
and Deputy C/S's of the CCAP ahd other service arms and 
specialties, and officers of the Peking Garrison -~ are 
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filesing, Many of thesa Missing persons have been reported, 

BY other sources than Party documents and briefings, as 

heeiag been purged with Lin's group, and some ef then ; 
will prebably prove te have been. However, Several prokeqes | 
of Lin and/or Huang remain active and in apparent favor, ; 


There. hag apparently been no general exadus of 
‘PLA » Figures ; from the central qovernment machinery, “ALEGSt 
SIT GE the PLA veterans known or believed ta head con- 
missions,.and ministries have mada appearances sincae-the 
purge, and several of them have buen identified in these 
posts, Indeed, thd one new Minister surfaced since the 
purge ig 4 FLA man.* The ona visible difference, since 
the purge, is thar PLA affieears in goverment posta have 
tactfully ceased to waar their PLA unifarms, It is pos- 
sible that -- apart from the officers of the Winistry. 
of National Wefense -- these veteran PLA officers no 
longer have any PLA connection, as there are no military 
ranks ta be retained. ‘Yhey may simply be ex-PLA men, 
and tay be reliably responsive to Chew En-Tai and his 
lieutenants for the same reasons that induced Chau to 
appoint them in the first place. With rare exceptians 
fe.q. Pai Hslang<-kuo, who remains active), these PLA 
Figures in goverment posts have not been regarded as 
protegeas of Lin and ather purged seanahe Pe but rather as 
reliable men with proven managerial skills 
Far more than five years the 11 Wllitary Region 
{MB} headquarters have been the anly reqional authorities 
‘in China. Apart From the concentration of Lin Piao's 
proteqes in concurrent posts in the MAC standing committee 





EY @ader whe had bean serving aga Deputy Mindster 
of Foreign Affairs has recently bean reass signed ag an 
anbasaadar, but another hag raplaged hin.” 
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and MAC administrative unit and General Staff priex te 
the purge, the most striking concentration of Lin or 
LinfHuang prokeges was found in these headquarters, with 
ten of the 11 under such commands at the time af the 
purge, Ag noted earlier, these men were in general not 
identified with Lin aa closely -- not given the same 
deqree of preferment during the Cultural Revoalutien - 

a8 were the central leaders purged with him, but they 
Were close enaugh to have their own statas brought inte 
question with Lin's fall. If the principal/protege cela- 
tionship were the tain oriterion for rendering judgments 
on other itilitary ‘leaders aftec the purges, most af the 
top-level léaders in the MR headquarters could be expected 
to fall, ‘ 


There Were and are, however, two etrong factors 
favoring most of the HR leaders, at least for the time 
being. One is that some are known =~ and okhers presumed cated 
to have assured Hao af theixr support before his purge of 
the central leaders. Another ig that a large-scale purge 
of the AR leaders «= on whom the central leaders shill 
depend for the effective government of China outside 
Peking -- is unlikley while the central military leader- 
ship is still stds Reasaanaees: 








Atami briefings have. igentified -~ in 
addition to the 17. Gantral military leaders already noted -- 
Some —L3 cp. l_military, leadéesas—e0-tidhspira tons? 





pa f these_1iare-GCarefigures.. Mace than 30 important 
gu res of the fik headquarters, ranging an high as “Conese 
and first politi “Officer wt an MR, are missing. ‘Other 
Party briefings have suggested that seme of thase 30 have 
heen or are soon to be purged for complicity with Lin's 
Central group, and, again, nomParty sources assert that 
yet others have heen or will be; as in the case of the 
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missing central leaders, séme of the missing regional 
fiqures will prohabiy prove to haye fallen.* 


Tt may be that several of the HR leaders now in - 
nlace and apparently in faver will be removed in the 
course of the next year or two, when the leaders in Peking 
Feel sectre snough to take action against eertain of ther 
left in place for the time being in tha interest of 
stability after this first round of examination of them. 
But it looks as though most of them.-.ineluding many of 
the LinHuang protejes wha occupied more than half of the 
top 47 positions in’ the "NR Headquarters, at the. time of 
Lin's and" tuang'sfall-~-~are-gaing to survive. 

Tt has been surmised that one consequence of the 
purge of the central military leaders may be to put an 
end ta the system of military-political leadership in 
which an MR commander or first political officer is con~ 
currently the first secretary of the provincial Party con- 
mittee in which his MR headquarters is lenated. Develop- 
ments since the purge suggest that this may have been under 





‘jt ts imposstile to provide any meaningful figure 

for the commanders of the armies disposed tn theae Mita. 
Hany of these armias Aave bean commanded by proteges of 
Lin and/or duang, and tt dg presumad that the purge of 
these tua ranking central teodere has had sonsequences 
for some of these arnies —_——Vc—es bath esate 













te ee rae see Se for example, bi fuan, a 
tongtine protege of Lin and Huang, commanded tha 47th 
Army ag ef apring 3970 uhen it maved from ,bhe Cantan NH 

ta the Werthwest, and ke has not baen heapd from since; 

ha may still have that army, or hava Been given another 
command, ar have been purged. 














consideration -- with each case examined, and decided on 
its merits -- but will not be general. Of the ten MR 
commanders who have held these top military and top poli- 
tical positions in their areas concurrently, six have now 
been expressly identified in both posts since the purge. 
These are Hsu Shih~yu in Nanking, the late Chang EKno-hua 
in Chengtu, Cher Hsi-lien in Shenyang, Tseng Szu-yu in 
Wuhan, Yang Te-chih in Tsinan, and Ting Sheng in Canton 
(ovily recently named ta the top Party post concurrently) . 
In certain other cases in whieh such dual! identifications 
eould have heen madé when the leader appeared, the media 
have been evasive, 


AS has been seen, the provincial Leadership has a. 
mixed militaryepolitical character. Of the 29 provincial- 
level Party committees (26 provinces, three major muni< 
cipalities}, ten are or at least have been headed by NR 
leaders, and in almost avery ona of the other 19 cases the 
first secretary of the Party committee is known of believed 
ta be the provincial MO or municipal garrison commander 
oy first political officer, usually the latter.* In 
these 19 comelthees not headed by MR leaders, the Party 
committee past is generally More important than the cor- 
responding military post. 


Of the 25 prowincisl-level first secretaries or 
acting figst secretarias, only ‘twa -= ~ Wang, Cita“tao- rin 





“Ag previoug y noted, the great majority of these 28 
First aeoretaries (at legest NJ ere career PEA men, not 


dureer Party cadred, 
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Heilongkiang and Lan [-nutgqin—kwecenowe-bokh—PLA. men. 
~~ have Failed to make 3 APDCETANCES , in apparent favor, 
since September .* This figure is misleading, however , as 
others have been missing more recently: the -examina- . 
tion of the provincial_coumittess has cartainly not been 
jeowp. eted,. But the general pleture far the “peovinel a) | : 
girs Becrataries LOOKS VB—DE.2 Ht Teast as7 Teo") as, ‘for the 
IMR Ledddes sitio, of _them~«_probably a. large, majority -- 
wild survive. 








The provincigi~level military leadership {including 
the three tlajor municipal garrigens) overlaps even more 
considerably with the provincial Party committee leadership 
than suggested above. In those cases in which the Mo 
ox Garrison commander or first political offleer is the 
first secretary, the other is ustally one of the subordinate 
secretarios, And in aimpst all provinelal scammittees 
there is at least one additional military man, sometimes 
several, 


Relatively few -~ net more than a dozen «~~ of the 
provinelal-level commanders and first political officers 
of provincial MD's and majar munitipal garrisons have 
heen regarded as prateges of Lin and Huang, wha {outside 
Peking} preferred to concentrate their proteges in the 
far more powerful UR heatiquarters. Some of these pra- 
yinelal and municipal leaders boo were given an oppartenity 
to “assure Hao af their support before the purga of Septem 
ber 19Vi. Pour prowiat ATES wet EL BONERS ¢ Shansi, Minghsie + 


weal. 


and Tsinghal -~ have "apparently been given t new “comianders 
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singe the porge, buat in at laast three df these cases the 
ex commander’ remaing "in favor and ina another x key post.-- 


itor be ode 
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“Ag iaast three second-ranking provinei at secretaries 
-- im Ghektang, Fukien, and Hupet -+ are Wetieved te have 
hear purged with Din'a greup. ALD were PLA man, tuo of 
them dir Pores of fieers. ; 
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Twenty-six provincial MD commanders on fixsk, political 
officers or tei equivalents "Yeaders of ae ae, foe 
ayampie =~ axe presentlymissing, Nope of the missing have 
thas far heen, named.in.hanty decuments ana DELeEings as, 
implicated with Lin’s group, hut some may yet be. Here 
again,—sone.LinsHuang-preteges—remain—inapparent EAVOr . 





As at the regional level, some provincial military 


‘leaders whe are concurrently the provincial First“ gerre~ 


taries may have ta give up ane of their posts. There have 
been oly two cases (Jeti Jung in Tibet and Yu Tal—chang 

in inner Mongolia) «since the purge in which an “individual 

has Ween solidly identified as holding the top military 
and-poilltical posts..concurrantly.* Moreaver, there have 
been somé cases in whieh positive action has apparently 
been taken to deprive a leader of one of his posts, or 

to prevent a military leader from filling a vacant political 
pest. For example, in both Shansi and Ninghsia the com 
mander/ffirst secretary has apparently beeh Tepkaced as 
commander while xemaining as First secretary; in Hunan, the 
first secretary of which was transferred to Peking; Wei ther 
of the military men who were secend-and-third-ranking 
secretaries hag been moved up; and similarly, in Tainghais 
she first secretary either retains the title after his 
transfex to Peking or it has been withheld from the ranking 
military Figures ia the province. There is no apparenk 
intention._to,.cemowe, the military jeaders from all political 
gots or the political leaders from all military posts, 

hut the earlier concentrations gE power may be reduceds- 












*lgatn, the me ia hove been evasive, suggesting posatile 
indectston, E.g. a firat secretary Te tdentiy red as -g—— 
peliticeal afficer rather than first, or de a potttical 
offieer of the 4A rather than first politteat affiecer of the 
4G, or as a “respanstble person, * ® 
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Also, moze old Party cadres may become political offie ears 


(ef. the recent appaintments of Li fa-thalig inthe Chengtu 
ME and of Wang Hung-wen to the Shanghai Garrison). 


The Present First Team: Hac (who is denonotrably 
TRYt incapacitated) Tos ks to be 2titl—the-earty'sdominant 
figure, he tearmg in which he deseribed hig situation 
in late 197¢; that is, hea peints the ganeral direction, 
ForgilLa tes or approves the formulation of the regiie's prin- 
cipal policies, and signa directives, leaving day-to-day 
operations ta Chou Ep-lai and Chau's Party apparatus and 
government tachinery,. And he is prohably still dominant 
in the game sense as seemed ta be the case prior te the 
purge of Lin Piao and his proteges: namely, that he has 
the power toa elevate or te purge any other Party leader 
or small group of leaders. 








Tt must be said that Mao's demination appears to 
nea inereasingly qualified in important respects, He is 
old, his fealth is probably deteriorating, he is absent 
from Paking much of the time, It seems doubtful that he 
could point China in any goneral direction ather than 
thé Gne he haz heen taking since the Ninth Party Congress 
o~ dogbtful, that is, that he could turn China hard deft 
again. He relies Yor the formlation of many and the ; 
implementation of all policies primarily on a man, Chou 
En~Lal, whose prediiections are not the same as his. He 
has*probably (as always before) created new opponents in 
the latest purge. He-has lost prestige for his demonstrated 
bad judgment in selecting successors, and, as noted, is 
prebably loging more now in the cirewlation of the "S71" 
document. He is still heavily dependent on the PLA for 
governing China owktside Peking. Should he change his | 
mind again and try to purge Chau En-lai and Chou's group - 
{in favor, say, of the civilian radicais}), of try te 
return the PLA rapidly ta ite traditiona#l role {replacing 
all af the PLA figures -~ including Links proteges -—- 








who haad Barty committees thrauqhaut China), there is 
considerable doubt that he could do it; it took him more 
than four years to purge Liu Shao-chi and his proteges, 
about two years £6 purge Lin Fiae's group, and his time 
Zs sunning out. Increasingly, his lieutenants will be 
lowking past him to the post-Hag situation, trying to 
secure theix own positions by forming alliances and 
reaching ao on Barend with other leaders, Heore- 
a mite sho EA ORT THE no this has 
E nrocess in whieh Agvelepnents 
and decisions ingreasingly get away from Maa, * 


DRIP sah son ofthe past ten 
years, for other Barty leader, ce to. be that one chal~ 
lenges.Mao,or.takas action behind Mao's back, “only at 
graat_peril. Though somewhat” Csinished Hao is-stilL.. 
the boss, gtill the seurce of ultimate authority. Mao 
has shown that he alang has been able ta commalid™ the guf- 
ficient allegiance of other Party leaders in a showdown 
with another Party leader or group. One vould suppose that 
other Party leaders, while making what arrangements they 
can for their futures, would continue to try above 411 
HOt to provoke the old man's suspicion or hostility. The 
chile imar-term threat be Mao Frop othex leaders looks 
ee “posed bilit ot assassinabion, Coit seLoned 
bys 2 compade mre intelligent and.circumspedtithan, Lin 
pile F Hag's fear of assassination, evident in 1965 and 
stimulated again BY Ene Lift Plag” ease, may whave._.been 
Fok in his failure.koappearas.usmal for May Day. 




























Below Mao's level, as noted often before, the 
situation in the Chinese leadership can never be described 
as “stable,” because Mag himself is not stable. Wot 
even Chon En-lai, now clearly his faverilte Lieutenant, 

GHn regard himself as invulnerable. But Chou seems to 
fainage his relationship with Hag very well, and seems bea 


¥ 


~*Mae Weg out of etght fram late February to fate June, 
failing in that period to mact with tua distinguished 
wigitors whom ke probably vould have met tf ne had been 
feeling up to tt. He reappeared for Madame Bandaranatke 
in dune, and met another foreign vieiter soon thereafter. 
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_be in a strong position to resist any challenge by any 


leader below Mao's level. As the Party's de facta 
gecretary-dqenural, he is at the top of the Party apparatus, 
now supervised [and probably loosely) by Han anly. In, 
this role he has probably acquired supervisory authority 
over the daily operations of the MAC and his old friend 
Yeh Chien-ying [who is also responsible to Mao as chair~ 
jan of the WAC), He remains at the head of the government, 
directing the wack of a very active vice-premier (his 
friend i Hsien-nien) and of another vice-premier and old 
friend {Nieh Jung-chen) who may be becoming achive aqain, 
and of what is still a large number of commissions and 
ttindstries, including the Ministry of National Defense 

tveh Chien-ying again). The general direction of Chinese 
policy -- both domestic and foreign -- in the past three 
years has clearly been congeniak ta Chou, and he himself 
has probably formulated some of the most important of 

these policies, getting Mao's approval and giving Mao the 
exedit. Eresident Hixen's visit was a visible parsonad 
triumph for Chou, 


Chou is carefil not to committhe-misteke-committed 
by Lin Shas-chi ang Lin-Piser “he is careful, that is, pot 
to-appear bo levchabrenging ox rivalling Mac. As observed 
during President Nimen’s visit, Chon_is_wery deferential to 
Mao; he gives Mao the credit for, formulating.ewen, those 
policies which ha has himself has formulated (even brifling 
thrnds, such send eaple-tennis team's slagan of “friend- 
ship first, competition second," which was original with 
Chou), and he is careful to get Maa’s approval far each 
important step he takes, for example in drafting a joint 
communique. Ka noted above, even Chow is not truly sate; 
but it seems likely that the very clever and experlenced 
Chou wlll survive and prosper, 





fag and Chou are now the only two primary leaders. 
They seem to be operating with a relatively small central 
team, ag Wag the case in the year prior te the Ninth Party 
Congress of April 1969. Seven members of that l4é-man 
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alite team of 1966-69 have survived: Mao, Chou, Madame 
lao, the propaganda specialists Chang Chun-chiao and Yao 
Weneyuan, and the security specialists Kang Sheng and 
Wang Tung~hsing. (However, two of these, Madame Mao and 
Kang, appear to be little active, inoffect—set-abade, } 
The six purged were twa members of the Politburo standing 
coamittee (Lin Piao and Chen Po-ta} and Four close proteages 
of Lin's, Another security specialist (Hsieh Puechih) 
died: in favor, .The missing faces appear to have been re« 
placed by: faj five ox six military leaders, Yeh Chien- 
ying, Ld Té-sheng, 'Su Yu, Chiang Teai~chien, Wang Hsin-fting, 
and perhaps Liu Holen=chuan; (b}) the theee old Party 
cadres Chi Tang-kuel, Hua Kuo-feng and Wu Te; (c) Chou's 
factotum Li Nsiene-nien; and {4} the foreign affaixs special- 
ists Keny Piao and Chi Peng-fei, Several of thease wha 
are net now members of the Politbure are expected to be 
added bo that body in the course of restoring it to a 
strength of 20 a¢ more. One recent appearance of *“lead- 
ing members of the...Party and state" has suggested thet 
the old Marshal Hau Hsiang-chien may be restored ta the 
Politburo, that the veteran Navy commander Hsiao Ching- 
kuang may be added, and that the very old (80) writer Ruo 
Ho- fo pay also be under consideration, Al] CCP Politburas 
have included venerable figures of little importance; Tike 
Hs and Rug. TT neers meen staan: $a SE TS ST 

a Prior ta the latest purges, the organizational 
care of power had been the Politburs standing committec, 
which mide those decisions which the Party's officers 

(then Hag and Bin} had not already made, including the 
decisions as ta which matters to pass to the full Politbure 
for discussion and a possible vote. If the standing com 
wittee is again active, the obvieus canflidates for the 
yvacaneies are Yeh Chien-ying, Li Hsiean-nien (both close 
to Chou), and one or more of the younger people more closely 
identified with Mao himself (i.e@. Chang or Yao). 

ey 


The west important funckions of the central Party Fi 
apparatus are those of control of the military establishment, 


















political contrcol of aconomia organs, political security 
finvestigation and evaluation), Party organisational 
work, propaganda, and liaison with foreign Communist 
parties. The ranking figures in these fields are all 
métibers of the small team named ahova. 


fhe standing committee of the Mad now probably cons | 
sists more or leas of Yeh, the less achive vice-chairmen 
fisu Hsdang-chien and Nieh Jung-chen, the GPD director 
ii Te«sheng, the former C/S Su Ya, the deputy chiefs 
Chiang Teai-chien ard iisiang Chung-hua and Wang Hsin- 
ting (Wang has heen“reported as acting C/S}, the mili- 
tarlily unlecated Bin Hslen-chuan, Hsiao Ching-kuang, 
the Peaking Garrison comoander Wu Chung and first poli- 
tical officer Wu fe, the Politburo alternates Wang Tung- 
haing and Chi Yeng-kaei, Deputy Minister of Defense Wang 
Shuesheng, and some Military Region leaders who do not 
often qet ta Peking. The economic o spacialist an the 
first tear is ti Asden-nien, and Hila Kudé-feng is saia 
te be in training for this work _(uiich—hesused=to-ao 
in. foneay: VOLlTEical aeeurity leoks to be primarily in 
the hapds of Hao's man Wang Tung<hsing, whe still heads 
the Central Committea staff OLLI C8;_ MIE_S SasietS Erom 
Li _Te-sheng 2nd Wit.” Par, YY prganigational L work is 





. apparently being supervised } by _#ither.chang—Chidscaida 


— 


ak 


ox.Hua Kuo-feng (or possibly. bob although a PLA 

of Eicern-may—be-the dizegtor o£ the Grganization ‘Pepart< 
ment: Chang Chun-chiaa and Yaa” Wea-yuan “still supervise 
propaganda work, and Yao may be the director of tha 

pills ag are weal priser se ahmed ies Liaison Depart- 


it is $till not knewn whether Chau En-lai as de 
facto secretary-general is working with a smail de facta 
secretariat ox simply with the NAC leaders and central 
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dapartment chiefs named above Nil The obviaus candidates 
for a Secretariat include thé obvious candidates for the 
Politbura standing ceammittee -- Yeh, Li, Chang, ¥ao -—- 
plus, one would think, Wang Tung-hsieg and Hua fuo~feng. 
The necessary specialties would be represented in such 

a group. 


Will this team survive? or will this one too lose 
half of ite members in another canvulsion, when they axe 
found to he "“digloyal" te Mao, xefusing to accept his 
institutional arrangements or to carry out his policies? 


Amother qenuine challenge te Mag seems unlikely. 
Although this judgment proved to be mistaken in the case 
ef tin Biag and his closest proteges, Chau En-lai and his 
Friends and proteges ought to be happy with the praesent 
arrangements and policies, It will take some time -~ one 
would think, years ~- to exhaust the possibilities af the 
present policies and thus pose the issue of “loyalty” in 
a sharp form by a sudden reversal of course. Apart Erom 
the question of whether Mag still has “years," Chou at 
least has always been able to execute these reversais. 

The present military leaders, soma of then close to Chau, 
loak te be both more docile and under batter contral then 
Lin's group -- and are not proteges of a single military 
leader, aS were those purged with Lin Piao. The remaining 
eivilian “redicais" ef the old central CHG may be less than 
happy with the present policies, but they have no base of 
power from which to challenge them; the most important 
and active of these "radicals," Chang and Yao, with Chi 


_Tang-kuei and perhaps soon Hua Kuo-feng, comskitute the 
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relatively young group in the Politbure, those who, if 
they remain on their good behavior, have some chanoa of 
remaining in the leadership for many years to come. 


Hag Himself seems to remain the principal threat’ 
tothe menkers okLENiscteam, If (s havd~at~best-to-carry 
eut Bao's polieies to his satisfaction, evan without the 
probleite of abeugt reversals of course and the search for 
gcapeguats. Under the pressure of Mao's demands 
~- glurrently the demands for 4 Party apparatus and military 
eatablishment under'strict civilian control, and lagain 
in recognition of realities} for repudiation of the “ultra- 
left" excesses of the Cultural Revolution -~- any given 
Jeader can be found to be a nacret sympathizer with Lin 
Piso, ox to be engaged in "canspirecy,” or to be dediper- 
ately obstructing Mao's policies. Moreover, the stili- 
mismatched groups of Hao's lieutenants can be expected ta 
continue to compate for Mao's favor, evan if they da not 
challenges Mao himself in any way. Thus it can be judqed 
with some confidence that some members of Mac's current 
cantral team «~ both military and civilian -- will fail 
before Mag dies. Should Mao die before Chow, Chau could 
probably dominate the leadersnip (although net te the 
degree that Mao has dominated it}, and, 1£ sa, could be 
expected ta make further changes, reducing the importance 
of whatever “radical” idealogues remain. Should both 
Hae apd Chou die in the next year or two, no single figure 
among the current leaders would seem strong enough to 
deminate the Party in any sense. ‘There would have ta 
be a “gollective," whether called that or not. Ironically, 
the PLA. which has been put down so hard in the past year, 
would’ in those circumstances probably be in the best 
position te orevide tha deminant group er the dominant 
members of the group. 
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